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SHOES
FROM Z. C. M. I. SHOE FACTORY

Boys' Army Shoes, in black and tan, made on

the Munson last—the ideal School Shoe.

For extra hard service for men or boys, ask for

Z. C. M. I. Factory Summit Shoes.

Z. C. M. I. OVERALLS
Don't rip—they are honestly

made

MODEL KNITTING
WORKS

657 IVERSON STREET,
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

WHEN WRITING TO ADVERTISERS, PLEASE MENTION THE IMPROVEMENT ERA



It is to YOUR interest to

Subscribe for and Read
The IMPROVEMENT ERA
Read this Prospectus and learn how BRIM FULL OF INTEREST AND

VALUE is the new volume. Volume 23 begins November, 1919.

The Era is a publication you need in your home. "You will easily get your two dollars
worth from one issue of the magazine" says one subscriber. "For good reading," says another,
"/ can suggest nothing better than the Era.' Every number I receive gets better than the
one before." Hundreds of similar testimonies come to the editors. From Port Elizabeth,
South Africa, these words are just received:

"The Era is a most welcome guest to this far distant corner of the earth, and is read
and re-read by Saints, elders, and friends. Although it is months old, at times, before it

reaches us, on account of the irregular shipping, its message of truth, life and encouragement
is not dimmed in the least. This is the most distant branch of the Church in all the World, from
the Central Stake of Zion, and the Era, in the most literal sense of the word, is carrying the
Gospel to the ends of the earth."

This is done effectively through the missionaries and the free public libraries.

You teach the gospel to your own family and to the nations bv subscribing for the Era.
Send $2 today, and start it to work, at home and abroad, for the great gospel cause.

One Thousand Pages of Profitable and Attractive Reading. Three Hundred Illustrations.

Scope of Matter:

Good Stories

Science and Ethics

Poetry by Home Writers

History

Narratives

Sermons and Doctrine

Priesthood Interests

Mission Messages

Church Schools and Education

Mutual Work
Descriptive Articles

Music

Home Literature

Passing Events

Pertinent Messages from President Heber J. Grant, Editor-in-Chief

A Hundred Contributors—Three Hundred Illustrations

SUBSCRIBE TODAY— ONLY $2.00
You will regret missing a single number.



People who will help make "THE
Pres. Heber J. Grant,

Editor

Pres. Anthon H. Lund
Pres. Charles W. Penrose

Orson F. Whitney
Anthony W. Ivins

Dr. James E. Talmage
Joseph F. Smith, Jr.

David O. McKay
Stephen L. Richards
Dr. Richard R. Lyman
Bishop Charles W. Nibley
B. H. Roberts
Levi Edgar Young

Dr. John A. Widtsoe
Dr. E. G. Peterson
Dr. F. S. Harris
Dr. Geo. H. Brimhall
Alfred Lambourne
Prof. D. W. Parratt

These lire merely indicative of dozen* of other* who will
write for volume 2H of the "Improvement Era."

SHORT STORIES

"Happiness in Jeopardy"
"Her Empty Heart"

"Muzzer"
Henry Nicol Adamson

"The Wallflower"

Elizabeth Cannon Porter

"Lon's Ace of Diamonds"
Elsie C. Carroll

"The Man Whom God Sent"

H. R. Merrill

"Life's Mountains'

May Laneer

"Polly"

D. C. Retsloff

'The Spirit of the Desert"

David H. Morgan

'Sunflower'

Frederika Borchard

The best short stories are so-

licited, and will be carefully se-

lected for the readers of the Era
as they are received from week
tc week during the year.

SPECIAL PAPERS
Joseph Smith's First Vision—One
hundred years ago (the spring of

1820) the grandest vision ever
given to mortal man was bestowed upon the

Prophet Joseph Smith. It is perhaps the
only appearance on record of the Father and
the Son having visited this earth. It was
the beginning of God's great Latter-day
work. If the testimony of Joseph Smith is

true, how important that all the world
should know what the evidence of the truth
is. This hundredth anniversary suggests a
thorough consideration of the subject. To
this end the Era expects to issue a special

number in March or April, bearing upon
and devoted exclusively to the vision and
; s world-wide significance and far-reaching
results, following the restoration of the
gospel.

The whole subject would naturally fall

into ten or more divisions:

1. Comparison between the experience of

Joseph Smith and other prophets.

2. Joseph's first vision, the beginning of the
fulfilment of prophecy.

3. Internal evidences of the divine origin
of Joseph's first vision.

4. Effects of the restored Gospel as seen in

the lives of men and women it has made
prominent.

5. The characteristic theology, literature,

governm nt, and doctrines, of the re-

stored gospel.

6. Influence on the religious thought of the

world.

7. The Gospel's solution of problems of

pauperism, disease, industrial strife, and
international conflicts.

8. Its influence for good through the con-

tribution of the Saints to agriculture,

education, music, and the arts.

9. Its influence for good through the doc-

trine of gathering.

10. Striking evidences of the truth of the re-

stored gospel.
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ERA" Vol.23, bristle with interest

Leroi C. Snow
Prof. Evan Stephens
Junius F. Wells
Nephi Jensen
Osborne J. P. Widtsoe
Frank R. Arnold

Frank C. Steele

William A. Morton
Floyd 0. Ivie

Wm. A. Hyde
Newel K. Young
Claude T. Barnes

A splendid array of talent in things spiritual, poetic,
'.cientific and literary.

Nephi Anderson
Dr. Frederick J. Pack
Dr. J. H. Paul
Harold Goff

Watkin L. Roe
Ezra J. Poulson
Joseph S. Peery
And Many Others

Special Manifestation to Lorenzo
Snow of the Mind and Will of

the Lord—The remarkable visit

to St. George, in May, 1899. President Snow
sees vision while addressing the people in

conference. Makes known the renewed rev-

elation on tithing and prophecies regarding

the breaking of the long drouth in the south.

Wonderful fulfilment of prophecy. This
article, by his son Le Roi C. Snow, contains

a number of important incidents never be-

fore published, and will appear exclusively

in the Era. This valuable and faith-build-

ing information emphasizes the spiritual

side of President Snow's tithing work, sheds

new light upon some of the financial activ-

ities of this venerable Church leader which
have been looked upon heretofore by many
purely from a business standpoint. It por-

trays vividly President Snow's humble de-

pendence upon Divine guidance, and in a

number of very personal and intimate in-

cidents shows his love for the people, and
the Lord, and his devotion to the work of

God. These simple but beautiful incidents

touch the heart, inspire the soul, and
strengthen one's testimony.

The article will be illustrated by pictures

of the St. George Tabernacle; Sister Sylvia

Michels, who bears a strong testimony con-

cerning the prophecy and its fulfilment; the

Celestial and Terrestrial rooms in the Salt

Lake Temple, and a reproduction of the

beautiful portrait, in the temple, of Presi-

dent Lorenzo Snow.

Southland Sketches—A series of

six papers by Charles F. Steele, a

bright young Canadian writer,
who spent two years on a mission in the

South recently. His residence in the north-

land has made him doubly able to appre-

ciate the glories of the South and intelli-

gently to contrast them with the North. The
sketches, pointed, of material and spiritual

interest, and literary merit, and beautifully

illustrated with photos by the author, are

titled: "Sidney Lanier, a Dixie Poet;" "The
New South;" "The Pillar of Prophecy;"
"Uncle Remus—Joel Chandler Harris;" "The
Wren's Nest;" "What of the Negro?"

Church School Literature—Adam
S. Bennion, General Superintend-

ent of L. D. S. Schools, with his
corps of teachers, in 22 institutions and
many academies, will co-operate with the Era
in every possible way, to secure such articles

as are worth while on subjects of interest

to our people relating to the vital educa-
tional organization—the Church schools.

He says: "I have already in mind a cam-
paign that ought to produce papers worth
the reading. We hope, too, to put your
magazine into our schools to be read by
our students."

Illustrative Descriptive Articles

of Old England will be presented

by Junius F. Wells, whose roman-
tic selection of subject and poetic expres-

sion of thought are as well known to Era
readers as is his ability to entertain, instruct

and point a faith-promoting moral. Two
articles already on hand are "Bath" and
"Lincoln."

Present World Conditions and
Prophecy—Two attractive papers
on a vital topic, by Joseph A. West, who will

also present other papers.

Prophecies and Promises of the

Lord as Recorded in the Doctrine
and Covenants, by Dr. George H. Brim-

hall and the Advanced Senior Class

Committee, a series of eighteen lessons for

reading and study, on up-to-date and prac-

tical topics, bearing on fundamental prac-

tices of the Latter-day Saints, and forming
one of the most timely readings that could

now be taken up, from that wonderful and
many-sided book of modern revelation.



It's a privilege to buy the "ERA" for two dollars! Get

your subscription in the mail today.

[MPROVEMENT ERA,
20-22 Bishop's Building, Salt Lake City, Utah.

Gentlemen: Enclosed find $2 for which please continue my subscription

to \ olmm' Will, Improvement Era, beginning with issue of November, 1919.

Yinn-
(Write first name in full.)

Ward

Street and Number

R.F.D P.O

Date : , 1919. State

// subscription price is not enclosed, please draw a line through the

above, and state here about the date you will pay.

I will pay about , 191

Kindly get some friend who is not a subscriber to the Era to send in his

subscription with yours. Use blank below. Or, why not give him the Era for

CHRISTMAS? We'll send you a receipt to present to him, if you state this as

your object.

IMPROVEMENT ERA,
20-22 Bishop's Building, Salt Lake City, Utah.

Gentlemen: Enclosed please find $2 for a year's subscription to the Im-
provement Era, Volume XXIII, beginning with the issue of November, 1919.

Name _

(Write first name in full.)

Ward -

Street and Number

R.F.D P.0

Date , 1919. State

Jgtp' Read Carefully and Fill All Necessary Blank Spaces.

Manual IS NOT GIVEN as premium this year

NOTICE : Commissions will be paid for Vol. XXIII only to wards or agents
who have their required percent paid up and who make application by April
30, 1920.



A good book is like a good name—better than riches

IMPROVEMENT ERA
Organ of the Priesthood Quorums, the Young Men's Mutual

Improvement Associations, and the Schools of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

VOLUME TWENTY-TWO

Published by the

General Board Y. M. M. I. A.

"What you young people want, is a magazine that will make a book to

be bound and kept, with something in it worth keeping."

President John Taylor.

Edited by Heber J. Grant and Edward H. Anderson

Edward H. Anderson, Manager; Moroni Snow, Assistant Manager

1919



'The Glory of God is Intelligence'



IMPROVEMENT ERA, VOLUME XXII

INDEX TO SUBJECTS

DISCOURSES, ESSAYS, ETC.
PAGE

A Baby—an Eternal Blessing 484

Alfalfa Seed Supremacy in Utah.... 56

America and Italia 557

Am I My Brother's Keeper? 978

At the Top of the Canyon 136, 223

Axes to Grind 993

Ballard, Elder Melvin Joseph 343

Bear Lake, the Beautiful 763

Be Brief 301

Break Your Shackles and be Free 65

Cigarette Evil, The 1033

Characteristic Sayings of President

Lorenzo Snow 651

Church Schools, New Head of 1065

Church Up-to-Date, A 632

Comparisons 908

Congressman Joseph Howell 299

Contsructive Hints to Ward Choir
Conductors 570

Continuation School Law of Utah 604

Contributions to Crime, How to

Lessen 74

Correlated Outlines on the "Twelve
Scout Laws" 1061

Cost, The 761

Declares for a Sunday Law 839

Devotion to a Divine Inspiration 653

Digging the Dinosaur in Utah 664

Doing their Bit in an Idaho Field 93

Education, The Meaning of 49
Efficient Mutual, The 245

Enterprising Quorum of Seventy.. 999
Essentials of Permanent Agricul-

ture 321

Fallen, but he shall Rise Again....l067

First-born, the Resurrection and
the Life 747

First Commandment, The 989, 1047
First Nephi and Archaeology 855
Force of Example, The 895
Funeral of Prest. Joseph F. Smith 204
Future of the N. E. A., The 980
Future Rewards 621

God, the Great Physician 133
Heaven We Get will be the Heav-
en We Earn 203

Help Thou Mine Unbelief 938

DISCOURSES, ESSAYS (Continued)
Home, a Basis of Peace 700

Home Building 933

Homes of the Three Orsons 279

How Do You Stand on this Sub-
ject? 1016

How Private Neibaur Won the

Congressional Medal of Honor 782

How to Raise World-record Po-
tatoes 449

Hunting the Wild Boar 610

In Honor of Prest. Joseph F.

Smith 199
Inspiration and Integrity of the

Prophets 841
Intelligence, the Emancipator of

Mankind 327
Irrigation and Education

304, 428, 492, 608, 803
Job, a Lesson from the Book of... 3

Judiciary System of the Church... 498
July Fourth, 1919 813
Key Flower, The 488
League of Nations to Enforce
Peace 474

League of Nations, The 709

Man More Precious than Gold 956
Mission as a Factor in Education..l058
Mission Leaders 703, 791, 984
Modern Spiritualistic and Latter-

day Saint Views 868
Natural Phenomena 801
Nature Spectacle, A 952
Navajo Depredations in Southern
Utah 215, 288

New Dispensation, A 447
Nineteen Hundred and Nineteen.. 185
Ninety-first, The, in Action 184
Ninety-first or "Wild West" Di-

vision 561
Noise in Worship 889
Nothing from Nothing 727

Old Timpanogos 1062
Oldest Ward Clerk in the Church 63

On the Street Corner 1038
One Still, Strong Man 430
Orsons, Three 13

Our Best Laid Plans 692
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Study for the Priesthood Quorums EDITORS' TABLE
for 1919 650

Subduing the Alberta Prairie 145 Annual M. I. A. and Primary
Success Comes through Honesty. ... 387 Conference 637

Superior Man, The 600 Anthony W. Ivins 269
Teacher-Training Classes 899 Basis of True Religion 729

Temple of the Gods, The 393 Books, 174, 175, 176, 369, 535, 637, 638
Temple Work at Logan 859 Christmas and New Year, A Let-

Testimony, A 153, 302, 662 ter from Joseph F. Smith 266
Test of Efficiency, The 897 Church Statistics 825
Their Name Liveth Forevermore 331 Commendable Activity 731

"This is the Place" 871 Error of Place, An 1085
Thoughts 820 Father's Day VictoryJLetter to

Toad, The Horrible 625 President fleber J. Grant 352
Traveling Over Forgotten Trails First Vision, The 451

215, 288, 408, 678 General Conference Notice 636
Tribute, A, and a Warning 559 General Superintendency, Y.M.M.
Tribute to the Dog, A 1083 I. A. Reorganized 267
Twilight in Mariposa Grove 401 Greeting 532
Vivid View of France and the Home 1000
War 506 I Have Dwelt in the Spirit of

Waterfalls of Yosemite Valley Prayer 80

463, 495 In Memoriam, Prest. Joseph F.

Way to Wealth, The 563 Smith 264
West, The 505 In the Interest of Returning Sol-

What Doth it Profit a Man? 221 diers 350

Who Appreciates? 8?«4 Joy in the Work of the Church 352

Why I Love the Gospel 438 Messages from Missions, 176, 271, 354.

Word of Wisdom," The, Viewed 454, 537, 638, 732, 827, 911, 1003, 1086

in the Light of Modern Science.. 3 71 New Year for the Era 1086
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EDITORS' TABLE (Continued) MUTUAL WORK (Continued)
Official Announcement 636 Suggestive Program for a Weekly
Outward Ordinances 533 Half-Holiday 920
Pershing's Victory Order 354 Summer Work 643

Power of Song, The 634 Sunday Morning Testimony Meet-
Prest. Heber J. Grant's Pledge of ing 1095

Service and Action 823 Sympathy Extended 923
Return of the 145th Field Artillery 348 Ten "Mutual" Suggestions 86

Rights and Obligations 907 Value of First Aid 179

Sentiments and Messages From Working for 50,000 Membership.. 923

Soldiers 84, 720 Y M. M. I. A. Annual Reports for

Shepherd of the Range, The 83 1918-19 921
Solemn Assembly, The 821 Y. M. M. I. A. Calendar, 1919-20.1013
Some Current History 82 Y. M. M. I. A Choruses 362

Task of the M. I A., The 826 Y. M. M. I. A. Class Study for

Utah In the 91st Division 350 1919-20 1095
Vision of the Redemption of the

Dead 166 OBITUARIES
War-modified Education 453

Whiskey and Tobacco 452 Cook , Benjamin H 79

Why Use Tobacco? 1084 Halls, George 119

Ridges, Adelaide Whiteley 1099

MUTUAL WORK Rossiter Russell Young 1098

Sheets, Edwin S 405

Activity Guide, Salt Lake Stake... 178
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550 OUTLINES FOR SCOUT WORKERS
Faithful Mutual Worker 179 American Avocet 1069
For Re-opening the Y. M. M. I. A. 362 American Bittern, The 580
Granite M. I. A. Outing. 1096 American Coot, The 24
Historic Meeting on Ensign Peak 1015 CaSpjan Tern The 142
Honor Roll 87 Commendable Scout Activity 738
How to Prepare for M. I. A Con-

ventions 924 PASSING EVENTS
How to Promote an Association... 179

Manuals for 1919-20 536 Ainsley, Jack R 88

Most Distant Branch on Earth 1097 Airship R-34 645, 926

M. I. A. Activities 271, 921 American Casualties in Russia 551

M. I. A. Annual Conference. 735 American Day of Independence
M I. A. Conventions, 1919 924 Observed in France 926
M. I. A. Summer Work 439 American Pacific Navy 1017

New M.I. A. Superintendents 439, 1097 American War Casualties 275, 457

On the Pioneer Trail 1014 Anti-Trust Suits 1018

Our Kind of Vocational Guidance 273 Appropriations by Congress 926

Paid First Fund 1097 Archaeological Research 1099

Prophecies and Promises of the Archduke Joseph, of Hungary
Lord 1007, 1051 1018, 1098

Sermon In a Sentence 86 Army Plane on Long Flight 1017

Seven Suggestions on What Y. M. Automobile Accident, Fatal 1100

M. I. A.Officers Can Do Now... 274 Bad Drought 925
Special Time of Fasting and Prayer 274 Bavarian Premier Murdered 551

Stake Efficiency Reports 178 Belknap, Adeline K., Called 927
Starting the M. I. A. Work Again 178 Bench and Bar of England 1100
Suggestions to Y. M. M. I. A. Bennion, Adam S., Superintend-
Choristers 642 ent of Church Schools 834

Suggestive Preliminary Program.. Bentley, Bishop Joseph C, a Pris-

86, 180, 362 oner in Mexico ..." 552
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PASSING EVENTS (Continued) PASSING EVENTS (Continued)
Berg, Bishop Ole., Passes Away 554 Gowans, Dr. E. G., Succeeded by
Boleheviki Capture Ekaterinburg 1017 G. N. Child 925

Bolsheviki in Russia 740 Graves of American Soldiers 1020
Bolshevist Rule in Hungary 1017 Gridley L. D. S. Chapel Dedicated 1017

Book of Mormon in Spanish 1098 Groesbeck, John A 89
Boris, King of Bulgaria, Abdicates 181 Haeckel, Heinrich, Dead 1020
Budge, Win., Passes Away 650 Hammond, Fletcher B., Dead 741

Cable Systems Taken Over by Harvesting and Threshing 1019
Governments 739 Hawker and Grieves Rescued 832

Carnegie, Andrew, Dead 1019 High Cost of Living, Cause of 1020
Carranza and the Allies 739 High Cost of Living, Message on..1019
Cassia Stake Divided 1018 Huskinson, George, Passes Away.. 837
Changes in the Missions 554 Ivins, Anthony W., President of

Changes in Wards and Stakes the Board of Trustees, U. A. C. 739

740, 833, 926, 1020, 1101 Japan, "Bone Dry" 644
Chateau Francois Premier 835 Jews in Palestine 1098
Chicago Telephones 742 Joseph F. Smith Memorial Build-
Chinese Army and Mackensen 1017 ing 832
Composition of Utah Irrigation Juvenile Court Report 644
Water 461 Kaiser, Former, to be Tried 739

Conference of Americanization Kearns, Senator Thomas, Dead 365
Specialists 834 League of Nations Covenant 741

Connecticut Against Prohibition... 457 Lloyd George Reports 648
Conscription in the U. S 1018 Lowell, James Russell 552
Cost of the War to Germany 553 Lowest Infant Mortality 1019
Crookston, Byron F 275 Marchant, Steven C 275
Daylight Saving 551 Matson, Peter, Dead 552
Demobilization of American Army 275 McCarthy, Justice Wm. M 276
De Valera in the U. S 926, 1018 McNabb, Capt. David W 1098
Direct Cost of the War 457 Members of 91st Division 646
Drug Addicts 832 Men and Munitions Captured 88
Dunford, Dr. Alma B., Dead 459 Mob Rule at Luton, England 1017
Dynamite Bombs in the Mails 740 Monroe Doctrine 1098
Earthquakes in Italy 925 Mount Nebo Climbed 1019
Educational Films 833 National Congress of Governors.. .1098
Evans, Thomas B., Dead 646 Naval Hydro Airplanes to Fly 742

Explosion, A Terrific 88 Nelson, Nels, Death of 181

Extradition of the Kaiser 275 New Bishops 552, 645
Famine Relief, For 457 New L. D. S. Chapel, A 551
Farm Production in the U. S 364 New Ward and Branch Organiza-
Fast Meetings Resumed 459 tions 551
First German National Assembly.. 459 No-Tobacco League Enters Utah... 645
First Returning American Troops 275 Norwich Conference Reunion 551

Flag of Abyssinia in Washington.. 925 Officers Needed 88
Forest Fires 1018 Oldest Inhabitant of the U. S 1099
Fourth Liberty Loan 88, 181 Overseas Flight 833

French Army in Alsace 366 Peace Making Expensive 1098

French Prisoners Return 366 Peace Terms of the Allies 742

German Army Demobilized 553 Peace Treaty Before the Senate 928
German Loss of Submarines 832 Pershing, General 1099
German Merchant Ships 551 Pratt, Arthur, Called 644
Germans Ratify Peace Treaty 925 Prest. Wilson 276, 461, 533, 927, 1098

Germany Surrenders 182 Prest. Wilson's Russian Program 459
Germany's Surrendered Navy 276 Prince Utah, Baby Elephant, Dead 551

Golden Wedding Anniversary of Prohibition Amendment Ratified 365

Bishop and Mrs. C. W. Nibley 647 Race Riots 1019
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PASSING EVENTS (Continued) PASSING EVENTS (Continued)

Railroad Situation 461 Utah Potato Crop 1100

Relations Between Chile and Peru 275 Utah, Second in Sugar Production 364

Republic Proclaimed at Birken- Utah State Fair Association 644

feld 1017 Value of Farm Crops 459
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turns 1017 War News Favorable 88

Richards, Heber J., Passes Away.... 739 War Saving Stamps 457

Riots in Liverpool, Serious 1018 War-Time Prohibition 925

Rotary Clubs in Convention 928 Washington's Birthday 648

Sessions, Elder J. Wyley, for South Waste Reclamation Service 929

Africa ! 1017 Wheat Crop, 1919, The 457

Shaw, Mrs. Anna Howard, Dead... 925 Widtsoe, Mrs. Anna K., Called 1020

Sheep and Cattle Drowned 926 Wine for Sacramental Purposes.. ..1018

Sheets, Bishop Edwin S., Dead 365 Woman Suffrage 88, 457

Shoenfeld, Fred W., Called 553 World's Air-altitude Record 1018

Shortage of Teachers, A 1100 World-war Ended 927

Sinn Fein Assembly 459 Wounded Soldiers, Money for 1017

Sixty-Fifth Congress Ends 554 Zion National Monument 925

Smith, Fred, of the Re-organite

Church, Tenders Resignation 644 POETRY
Smith, Heber C, to Take Care of

the Smith Memorial Farm 740 A Brotherhood of Nations 1023

Smith, Mrs. Ida B., Dead 89 Armistice, An 130

Some Interesting Indemnities 459 Baby's Eyes 992

Spanish Influenza 89, 551, 364 Be Thou My Strength 141

Special Session of Congress 739 Consolation 883

Springville-Mapleton New Sugar Died in the Field 261

Factory 88 Fruits of Good and Evil 816

Statistics, German and Turkish.... 275 Funeral Hymn 979
Strong, Major-General Fred J. 553 Have Courage 691

Successful Feeding of Live Stock.. 365 Heroic Age, The 877

Susan B. Anthony Amendment Home-goir" from Hawaii 854
Passed 836 Home Poems:

Texts of Treaties Published 926 American Ace, The 597

Thomas, Charles J., Called 646 Chronic Doubter, The 313

Total War Debt 457 Cliff-Dweller, The 312
Traction and Power Co., Trans- Gifts You Hold, The 598
ferred 645 Lad is Coming Home, The 596

Trans-Atlantic Cables Taken by Life's Code 599
U. S 275 Life's Eventide 599

Transport Plattsburg 832 Nearer to Thee 599
Triumphal Victory Parade 1017 Old Jacob Petersen is Dead 315
Tunnel Under British Channel 645 Soldier's Vision, A 317
Twenty-second Ward Chapel Ded. Solitary Scribe, The 313

icated 1098 We'll Soon Be Back 312
Two Utah Service Flags 461 June 683
Ultimatum to Strikers, An 1099 Kiss, The 147
United War Work Campaign 181 Man's Destiny 660
U. S. Army Motor Convoy 1099 Memorial Day 602
"Utahcarbon" 925 Memory, A 987
Utah County Shipments 364 Mormon Battalion, The 701
Utah Experiment Station to In- Mother of a Soldier, The 87

vestigate Underground Irriga- Mother's Day 629
tion 644 My Prayer 220

Utah Legislature Adjourns 552 My Theme 888
Utah Legislature, 13th Session 364 Noble Words 531
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O My Mountains 715 Comrades in Song 574
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A Brotherhood of Nations

Awake, ye mortals! Hark! The

Trump of jubilee!

Night's haunting shadows, born of

war-cursed ages, flee:

God calls his children to unite for

truth and right;

Millennium is dawning in effulgent

light.

Behold, instead of battlefields and

devastations,

A brotherhod of nations.

hear the voice of God! The

Trump of jubilee!

The newborn morning of a glori-

ous age we see

—

An age of justice, freedom, broth-

erhood, and peace;

When violence and strife, in every

form, shall cease.

Behold, instead of strikes and hos-

tile demonstrations,

A brotherhood of nations.

happy age, Millennial year of

jubilee

!

When men are brothers, equals,

prosperous and free;

When man no more his fellowman

will hurt nor slay;

When lambs and lions will together

feed and play.

Behold, instead of old, decayed

civilizations,

A brotherhood of nations.

— J. M. Sjodahl
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The Sacramental Covenant'

By Elder Melvin J. Ballard, of the Council of the Twelve

M. I. A. Slogan: "We stand for spiritual growth through attendance
at sacrament meetings."

The sacred covenant, with its attendant blessings, which we
repeat as we consecrate the emblems of the broken body and the

spilt blood of the Lord, has been especially revealed to the Lat-

ter-day Saints by the Lord himself, so that we have the very
words of the covenant as they were formulated by our Redeemer,
with its promised blessings. I appreciate, I believe, my brethren
and sisters, to some extent, the sacredness of the covenant which
we, as members of the Church, enter into when we partake of

the sacred emblems. I realize that each time we partake of these

emblems, we manifest before the Father that we do remem-
ber his Son, and by the act of partaking of the bread and the

cup, we make a solemn covenant that we do take upon us the

name of our Redeemer, and that we do, further, make a pledge

and an agreement by that act that we will keep his command-
ments.

The Sacrament a Means of Spiritual Growth

Taking the oath of allegiance to the government of the Unit-

ed States, we make a pledge and an agreement that we honor,

uphold, and sustain the laws of the land and will be faithful in

defending the rights of our country. We expect to receive bless-

ings in return for keeping that covenant, blessings of life, liberty,

and the pursuit of happiness. We make our pledge or agree-

ment to the United States government when we are admitted as

citizens and when we take office in the government, local or na-

tional. We do have, therefore, occasions when each citizen,

*A sermon delivered at the M. I. A. annual conference, Sunday, June

8, 1919.
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whether he enters the service of his country as a soldier or en-
gages in any other official duty, renews the covenant and pledge
that he made when he became a citizen of the country. So our
Father in heaven has provided that, not only once but fre-

quently, we shall meet together to renew our pledge, our cove-
nant, and our agreement to keep his commandments, and to

take upon us his name again. I have always looked upon this

blessed privilege as the means of spiritual growth, and there is

none other quite so fruitful in the achievement of that end as

the partaking, worthily, of the sacrament of the Lord's supper.
We eat food to stimulate our physical bodies. Without the par-

taking of food we would become weak and sickly, and fail phys-
ically. It is just as necessary, for our spiritual body that we
should partake of this sacrament, and by it obtain spiritual food
for our souls. If we were given our physical food only on stated

occasions and at specified places we would all be there. We
heard how, during the war, many communities had to feed their

people by distributing bread tickets, or rations of various kinds
which were given only by application at a certain place. We
have seen in our own country that the people stood in line to

get their sugar rations and other provisions, such as were cur-

tailed and limited during the war, and they were always present,

at the appointed time and place, and so, if we really realized and
felt the need of spiritual food for growth, we would be present at

the appointed place where this may be, and is, administered.

We must come, however, to the sacrament table hungry. If

we should repair to a banquet where the finest of earth's provid-

ing may be had, without hunger, without appetite, the food
would not be tempting, nor do us any good. If we repair to the
sacrament table, we must come hungering and thirsting for

righteousness, for spiritual growth.

How Can We Have Spiritual Hunger?

How can we have spirtual hunger? Who is there among us
that does not wound his spirit by word, thought, or deed, from
Sabbath to Sabbath? We do things for which we are sorry, and
desire to be forgiven, or we have erred against someone and given

injury. If there is a feeling in our hearts that we are sorry for

what we have done; if there is a feeling in our souls that we
would like to be forgiven, then the method to obtain forgiveness

is not through rebaptism, it is not to make confession to man, but
it is to repent of our sins, to go to those against whom we have
sinned or transgressed and obtain their forgiveness, and then re-

pair to the sacrament table where, if we have sincerely repented

and put ourselves in proper condition, we shall be forgiven,

and spiritual healing will come to our souls. It will really enter
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into our being. You have felt it. I am a witness that there
is a spirit attending the administration of the sacrament that
warms the soul from head to foot; you feel the wounds of the
spirit being healed, and the load is lifted. Comfort and happi-
ness come to the soul that is worthy and truly desirous of partak-
ing of this spiritual food. Why do we not all come? Why do we
not come regularly to the sacrament service and partake of these
emblems and perform this highest worship we can give to our
Father in the name of his beloved Son? It is because we do not
appreciate it. It is because we do not feel the necessity for this

blessing. Or it is because, perhaps, we feel ourselves unworthy
to partake of these emblems.

Concerning Worthiness to Partake of the Sacrament

There is a feature of this pledge to which I should like

to call your attention. Let me quote some scripture, because
we not only desire our boys and girls, our brothers and sisters,

to come to the sacrament table and eat of these emblems, but we
want them to eat worthily, for you have already heard quoted
the scripture that if we eat and drink unworthily, we eat and
drink damnation to our own souls. Here is what the Lord
said (Doctrine and Covenants 20:68, 69):

"Previous to their partaking of the sacrament * * * the mem-
bers shall manifest before the Church, and also before the elders, by a

Godly walk and conversation, that they are worthy of it, that there may
be works and faith agreeable to the Holy Scriptures, walking in holiness be-

fore the Lord."

Again, I read from Paul's teachings (1 Cor. 10:21):

"Ye can not drink of the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye
can not be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils."

And still, from another sacred scripture, 3 Nephi 18:28, 29:

"Ye shall not suffer any one knowingly, to partake of my flesh and
blood unworthily, when ye shall minister it; for whoso eateth and drink-

eth my flesh and blood unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to his

soul; therefore if ye know that a man is unworthy to eat and drink of

my flesh and blood, ye shall forbid him."

And still another, to the prophet of these latter days (Doc-

trine and Covenants, 46:4)

:

"If any have trespassed, let him not partake until he makes reconcili-

ation."

I suggested that perhaps some of us are ashamed to come to

the sacrament table because we feel unworthy, and are afraid

lest we eat and drink of these sacred emblems to our own con-

demnation. And so we want every Latter-day Saint to come to

the sacrament table because it is the place for self-investigation,

for self-inspection, where we may learn to rectify our course
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and to make right our own lives, bringing them into harmony
with the teachings of the Church and with our brethren and
sisters. It is the place where we become our own judges.

There may be some instances where the elders of the Church
could say, properly, to one who, in transgression, stretches forth
his hands to partake of the emblems: You should not do this

until you have made restitution; but ordinarily we will be our
own judges. If we are properly instructed, we know that it is

not our privilege to partake of the emblems of the flesh and
blood of the Lord in sin, in transgression, or having injured and
holding feelings against our brethren and sisters. No man goes

away from this Church and becomes an apostate in a week,
nor in a month. It is a slow process. The one thing that would
make for the safety of every man and woman would be to appear
at the sacrament table every Sabbath day. We would not get

very far away in one week—not so far away that, by the process

of self-investigation, we could not rectify the wrongs we may
have done. If we should refrain from partaking of the sacrament,

condemned by ourselves as unworthy to receive these emblems,
we could not endure that long, and we would soon, I am sure,

have the spirit of repentance. The road to the sacrament table

is the path of safety for Latter-day Saints.

I have said that I think we stay away, perhaps, because we
do not appreciate what a blessing the sacrament is. I wonder if

we ever will, in this mortal life, understand the value of the

sacred and blessed things the Lord has instituted in this Church
for its spiritual growth and welfare, and particularly this one
ordinance which is attended by certain promised blessings that

no man can give, and that the Lord alone can manifest to his

children

!

It is written in the scriptures that God so loved the world
that he gave his Only Begotten Son to die for the world, that

whosoever believeth on him, yes, and keepeth his command-
ments, shall be saved. But this sacrament did not cost us very

much—freely given are all these glorious privileges, and I am
reminded of a statement by one of our great writers, running
something like this: "At the devil's booth are all things sold;

each ounce of dross costs its ounce of gold."

It is heaven alone that is given away. It is only God that

may be had for the asking. While we give nothing, perhaps,

for this atonement and this sacrifice, nevertheless, it has cost

someone something, and I love to contemplate what it cost our

Father in heaven to give us the gift of his beloved Son, that

worthy Son of our Father, who so loved the world that he laid

his life down to redeem the world, to save us and to feed us

spiritually while we walk in this life, and prepare us to go and

dwell with him in the eternal worlds.
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Illustrations

I think as I read the story of Abraham's sacrifice of his son
Isaac, that our Father is trying to tell us what it cost him to
give his Son as a gift to the world. You remember the story of
how Abraham's son came after long years of waiting, and was
looked upon by his worthy sire, Abraham, as more precious than
all his other posssessions

; yet, in the midst of his rejoicing,

Abraham was told to take this only son and offer him as a
sacrifice to the Lord. He responded. Can you feel what was
in the heart of Abraham on that occasion? You love your son
just as Abraham did; perhaps not quite so much, because of the
peculiar circumstances, but what do you think was in his heart

when he started away from Mother Sarah and they bade her
good bye? What do you think was in his heart when he saw
Isaac bidding farewell to his mother to take that three days'

journey to the appointed place where the sacrifice was to be
made? I imagine it was about all Father Abraham could do to

keep from showing his great grief and sorrow at that parting,

but he and his son trudged along three days toward the ap-

pointed place, Isaac carrying the fagots that were to consume
the sacrifice. The two travelers rested, finally, at the moun-
tain side, and the men who had accompanied them were told

to remain, while Abraham and his son started up the hill.

The boy then said to his father: "Why, father, we have the

fagots, we have the fire to burn the sacrifice, but where is the

sacrifice?"

It must have pierced the heart of Father Abraham to hear

the trusting and confiding son say: "You have forgotten the

sacrifice." Looking at the youth, his son of promise, the poor

father could only say: "The Lord will provide."

They ascended the mountain, gathered the stones together,

and placed the fagots upon them. Then Isaac was bound, hand

and foot, kneeling upon the altar. I presume Abraham, like a

true father, must have given his son his farewell kiss, his bless-

ing, his love, and his soul must have been drawn out in that

hour of agony toward this son who was to die by the hand of

his own father. Every step proceeded until the cold steel was

drawn, and the hand raised that was to strike the blow to let

out the life's blood. When the angel of the Lord said: "It is

enough."

The Agony of Christ

Our Father in heaven went through all that and more,

for in his case the hand was not stayed. He loved his Son

Jesus Christ, better than Abraham ever loved Isaac, for our
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Father had with him his Son, our Redeemer, in the eternal

worlds, faithful and true for ages, standing in a place of trust

and honor, and the Father loved him dearly, and yet he al-

lowed this well-beloved Son to descend from his place of glory

and honor, where millions did him homage, down to the earth,

a condescension that is not within the power of man to con-

ceive of. He came to receive the insult, the abuse, and the crown
of thorns. God heard the cry of his Son in that moment of

great grief and agony, in the garden when, it is said, the pores

of his body opened and drops of blood stood upon him and
he cried out: "Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from
me.

I ask you, what father and mother could stand by and
listen to the cry of their children in distress, in this world, and
not render aid and assistance? I have heard of mothers throw-

ing themselves into raging streams when they could not swim a

stroke to save their drowning child, rushing into burning build-

ings, to rescue those whom they loved.

We can not stand by and listen to those cries without it

touches our hearts. The Lord has not given us the power to

save our own. He has given us faith and we submit to the in-

evitable, but he had the power to save, and he loved his Son
and he could have saved him. He might have rescued him
from the insult of the crowds. He might have rescued him
when the crown of thorns was placed upon his head. He
might have rescued him when the Son, hanging between the

two thieves was mocked with, "Save thyself, and come down
from the cross. * * * JJe saved others; himself he cannot
save." He listened to all this. He saw that Son condemned,
he saw him drag the cross through the streets of Jerusalem and
faint under its load. He saw that Son finally upon Calvary,

he saw his body stretched out upon the wooden cross, he saw
the cruel nails driven through hands and feet, and the blows
that broke the skin, tore the flesh and crushed the bones and
let out the life's blood of his Son. He looked upon that.

In the case of our Father, the knife was not stayed, but it

fell, and the life's blood of his beloved Son went out. His

Father looked on with great grief and agony over his beloved

Son, until there seems to have come a moment when even our

Savior cried out in despair: "My God, my God, why hast thou

forsaken me?"

GocFs Love for Us

In that hour I think I can see our dear Father behind the

veil looking upon these dying struggles until even he could not

endure it any longer; and, like the mother who bids farewell to
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her dying child, has to be taken out of the room, so as not to

look upon the last struggles, so he bowed his head, and hid in

some part of his universe, his great heart almost breaking for

the love that he had for his Son. Oh, in that moment when he
might have saved his Son, I thank him and praise him that he
did not fail us, for he had not only the love of his Son in mind,
but he had love for us, and I rejoice that he did not interfere,

and that his love for us made it possible for him to endure
to look upon the sufferings of his Son and give him finally to

us, our Savior and our Redeemer. For without him, without

is sacrifice, we would have been buried in the earth, and there

our bodies would have remained and we would never have

come glorified into his presence. And so this is what it cost,

in part, for our Father in heaven to give the gift of his Son

unto men.

Appreciation of His Gift and Love

How do I appreciate the gift? My brethren and sisters,

I say again if I only knew what it cost our Father to give his

Son, if I only knew how essential it was that I should have that

Son and that I should receive the spiritual life that comes from

that Son, I am sure I would always be present at the sacrament

table to do honor to the gift that has come unto us, for I real-

ize that the Father has said that he, the Lord, our God, is a

jealous God—jealous lest we should ignore and forget and

slight his greatest gift unto us.

Need of the Sacrament for Spiritual Growth

I know, my brethren and sisters, that no man or woman
shall ever come to stand in the presence of our Father in

heaven, nor be associated with the Lord Jesus Christ, who

does not spiritually grow. Without spiritual growth we shall

not be prepared to enter into the divine presence. I need the

sacrament. I need to renew my covenant every week. I need

the blessing that comes with and through it. I know that what

I am talking about is true. I bear witness to you that I know

that the Lord lives. I know that he has made this sacrifice and

this atonement. He has given me a foretaste of these things.

A Wonderful Experience and Testimony

I recall an experience which I had two years ago, bearing

'ness to my soul of the reality of his death, of his crucifixion,

and his resurrection, that I shall never forget. I bear it to you

tonight, to you, young boys and girls; not with a spirit to glory

over it, but with a grateful heart and with thanksgiving in my

soul, that I know that he lives, and I know that through him

men must find their salvation, and that we can not ignore this
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blessed offering that lie has given us as the means of our spirit-

ual growth to prepare us to come to him and be justified. Away
on the Fort Peck Reservation where I was doing missionary

rk with some of our brethren, laboring among the Indians,

seeking the Lord for light to decide certain matters pertaining

to our work there, and receiving a witness from him that we
were doing things according to his will, I found myself one
evening in the dreams of the night in that sacred building, the

temple. After a season of prayer and rejoicing I was informed
that I should have the privilege of entering into one of those

rooms, to meet a glorious Personage, and as I entered the door
I saw, sealed on a raised platform, the most glorious Being my
eyes have ever beheld, or that I ever conceived existed in all

the eternal worlds. As I approached to be introduced, he arose

and stepped towards me with extended arms, and he smiled
as he softly spoke my name. If I shall live to be a million years

old, I shall never forget that smile. He took me into his arms
and kissed me, pressed me to his bosom, and blessed me, until

the marrow of my bones seemed to melt! When he had fin-

ished, I fell at his feet, and, as I bathed them with my tears

and kisses, I saw the prints of the nails in the feet of the Re-
deemer of the world. The feeling that I had in the presence

of him who hath all things in his hands, to have his love, his

affection, and his blessing was such that if I ever can receive

that of which I had but a foretaste, I would give all that I am,
all that I ever hope to be, to feel what I then felt!

Admonition and Conclusion

Go to the sacrament table. Ah, that is a blessed privilege

that I now rejoice in, and I would be ashamed, I know, as I

felt then, to stand in his presence and try to offer any apology
or any excuse for not having kept his commandments and hon-

ored him by bearing witness, before the Father and before

men, that I believe in him, and that I take upon me his blessed

Name, and that I live by and through him spiritually.

My brethren and sisters, if we can only bring our boys and
girls to feel the need of this thing, they will be there and we
will be there. I see him not now upon the cross. I do not see

his brow pierced with thorns, nor his hands torn with the nails,

but I see him smiling, with extended arms, saying to us all:

Come unto me!"
Brethren and sisters, let us go unto him in his appointed

Let us take our children with us, and through our faith-

fulness find all the blessings attendant upon this sacred ob-

servance of this holy ordinance—ours in time and in eternity.

Thia I pray, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.



The Cigarette Evil

By the L. D. S. Social Advisory Committee

Bulletin No. 1, issued pursuant to a resolution passed by a Convention
of Social Welfare workers, held in Salt Lake City, Utah, June 2, 1919.

In view of the increasing use of cigarettes throughout the
nation and among the youth of our own people, the Social Ad-
visory Committee, representing all the auxiliary organizations
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, deems it ad-
visable to call the attention of the Saints to this growing menace,
in order to arouse and crystalize a public sentiment that shall

effectually stem this tide of evil.

Tobacco Dims the Line that Marks Right from Wrong

That the cigarette habit is a great evil there can be no ques-

tion. It almost invariably attacks the heart, the lungs, or the

brain, and often all three organs; it blunts the intellect and the

sensibilities, hindering mental and spiritual growth, especially

in the young; it is harmful morally in that it tends to diminish
the sense of responsibility, to dim the line that marks right

from wrong, and to weaken the will power. It is particularly

injurious to one who has been taught all his life both in the

home and in the Church that he should not use tobacco, since

it often proves the gateway to greater evils. The Lord has

specifically declared in our day that "tobacco is not good for

man."

Three causes for the Increase of the Use of Tobacco

Then, too, there can be no doubt that the consumption of

cigarettes is increasing at an alarming rate, not only in the

world generally but among our own youth. In 1917 forty bil-

lion cigarettes were made and consumed in the United States

alone. This means four hundred for every man, woman, and

child in our country. Two years ago a former president of the

tobacco trust declared that after the war twice this number

would be required to satisfy the demand, and according to pres-

ent indications this statement will not unlikely represent the

fact. Everywhere an increasing number of women are becoming

addicts to the cigarette. Notwithstanding the States where our

people live have laws prohibiting the sale of tobacco to minors
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and its use by them, these laws are pretty generally disregarded,

and little or no attempt is made to enforce them.
The causes of this increase in the use of the cigarette may

be grouped under three heads: First, it is one effect of the War.
Under the pretext that the soldiers needed tobacco to keep
them contented, cigarettes were lavishly bestowed, often literally

thrust, upon them, so that thousands learned to smoke who
otherwise would not have done so. And then, too, as long as

the War continued, patriotism either ignored or minimized the

harmful effects of tobacco.

A second cause lies in the fact that many States, including

those where our people live, have adopted prohibition; and pro-

hibition, we are told, increases the demand for narcotics.

The third, and probably the main cause, is the extensive

advertising campaigns that the tobacco interests have carried

on in recent years. These interests, during the lull in the pub-
lic conscience just referred to, took advantage of the psycholog-

ical moment to push their trade to the utmost. In the street-

car ads, on the billboards, in the pages of the magazine and
the newspaper, and on the motion picture film—wherever, in

short, your eyes may rest—you will see alluring invitations,

sometimes open, sometimes covert, to indulge in smoking. And
always these advertisements are associated with what attracts

the youth—beauty, ease, leisure, wealth. Lately special efforts

are being made in advertisements to induce women to take up
the habit of smoking cigarettes.

Work of the Tobacco Trust

The youth of our own communities, it would appear, form
a special target for the tobacco trust; first, because our states

are "dry;" and second, strange as it may seem, because our peo-

ple have heretofore had the reputation of being comparatively

free from the tobacco habit. Listen to these sentences from two
letters by Professor Wm. A. McKeever, of the University of

Kansas, to a friend in Utah:
"Five years ago you were the cleanest and freest people in

the civilized world so far as the use of tobacco is concerned.

I have repeatedly told about this condition in the course of my
lectures throughout the country. But I have reason to believe

that the cigarettes are slowly getting the mastery of your boys,

just as they have encroached most seriously upon our boys here

in Kansas. Four years ago an agent of the big tobacco trust told

me that hey were determined to 'getf you, that he was out in

your country planning an aggressive campaign of publicity.

When the story of the aggressions of the nicotine trust comes
to the surface it will be shown up as a twin brother to the alco-
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hoi trust. Now, it will be a most grievous affair and personally-

very disappointing to me if you permit the tobacco enemy to

dominate you as he has done in nearly all parts of the country."

Is not this one of "the evils and designs which do and will

exist in the hearts of conspiring men in the last days," against

which our Word of Wisdom was given as a warning?

What Shall the Answer Be?

What will the Latter-day Saints do with this direct chal-

lenge? Will they ignore it and allow the tobacco interests to

fatten upon the degeneracy of boys and girls? Or will they
not rather take up the gage of battle thus thrown at their feet,

and wage a strong defensive war? The time is past for mere
talk. The time is here for work. We must fight with all the
weapons at our command. Already organizations are forming
in various parts of the country to combat this growing evil. We
must aid these forces to drive the cigarette from our commu-
nities. It is a struggle for the boy and the girl. The men and
women of the future will not be so likely to use tobacco if the

boys and the girls of the present do not form the habit. But
the shrewd nicotine trust levels its guns at the growing genera-

tion, knowing that a youth who learns to smoke means from a

thousand to fifteen hundred dollars more in its pockets than

one who picks up the habit later in life. We, too, taking our

cue from the enemy, must work with young people. If they can

keep from forming the tobacco habit till they are past the habit-

forming period in life, they will be saved from the money-grub-

bing tobacco interests.

Recommendations and Methods of Procedure

In order to meet this challenge to action, the following
specific recommendations are made:

First, as to organization. The social advisory committees
in ward and stake should take the initiative and assume the
responsibility of seeing that action is taken. They should co-

operate with all the uplift forces in the community in an anti-

cigarette crusade.

Second, as to general aims. The first objective should un-

doubtedly be the enforcement of the present laws against sell-

ing: or giving tobacco to minors and its use by them. We can-

not hope to get other laws against tobacco as long as these are

not enforced. But, secondly, we should seek to destroy the

power of tobacco agencies working through advertisements to

entangle the youth. Public sentiment should be roused against

tobacco; local authorities should be induced, as in Murray, Utah,

to put a ban on the use and sale of cigarettes, and if possible to
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pass ordinances forbidding bill-board advertising of tobacco in

any form.

Finally, we should not forget that our work is to culmi-

nate in state laws banishing the cigarette forever.

Third, as to methods. Public meetings should be held for

the purpose of laying the facts and the laws before the people.

Invite the local civic and police authorities to your committee
meetings to show them that you are willing to aid them to en-

force the laws.

Let All L. D. S. Storekeepers quit the Sale of Tobacco

Work with the store-keepers to induce them not to keep
on sale tobacco, or at least cigarettes. It ought not to be diffi-

cult to get Latter-day Saints shop-keepers to agree to this. At
all events, where store-keepers persist in violating the law in

this respect, complaints should be filed against them before the

proper civil authorities. No one who breaks this law deserves

any sympathy. Where store-keepers say that they cannot tell

the age of young men who ask for tobacco, local civil authorities

may be induced to require birth certificates. In any event,

however, the burden of obeying the law is on the one that sells,

and if he is wise, he will be on the safe side. It is within your

rights to secure the passage in any community of resolutions

pledging the people not to patronize stores that keep on sale

tobacco, and not to subscribe for papers or magazines that carry

advertisements of tobacco; only, of course, no place of business

or publication should be particularized beforehand.

Arouse Public Sentiment Against Tobacco

It would be well to send protests, either individually or col-

lectively, to newspapers and magazines that advertise tobacco.

Also work with those who operate motion pictures so as to

secure the elimination of all plays that show the characters us-

ing tobacco in any form. The film is one of the most impressive

means of instilling into the minds of the young any ideals, since

these come through the eye, the most powerful of the senses.

Inasmuch, therefore, as so many of the pictures on the film

nowadays show the characters in the act of smoking, usually

the cigarette, this becomes one of the most insidious ways of

advertising tobacco and thus corrupting young men and women.

If in any particular community all announcements and ad-

vertisements of the cigarette in any form can be cut off, and

merchants can be induced not to keep cigarettes on sale, and if

this can be kept up indefinitely, a vigilant and active public

sentiment can be created so that the generation that is growing

up will thus be kept from falling a prey to the "evils and
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designs" of those who would coin the nation's manhood and
womanhood into filthy lucre.

The Church has for many years taught the harmful effects

of tobacco; the practice of the great majority of its member-
ship has always been and is now against its use. At present the
sentiment throughout America is growing strongly against the
use of tobacco in any form. Finally, the laws in every com-
munity where the Saints live forbid the sale to and the use by
minors of tobacco. Surely, with the backing of both the state

and the Church all that is necessary is to awaken the public
sentiment, now more or less latent in every community, into

an active force that shall sweep away from our towns and cities

the cigarette evil.

Laws Against Selling to, or Use of Tobacco by, Minors

Utah

Any person who shall sell, give, or furnish any cigar, cigarette, or to-

bacco in any form * * * to any person under twenty-one years of

age in this state shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.—Compiled laws of Utah,

section 8442.

Any person under the age of twenty-one years who shall buy, accept, or

have in his possession any * * * cigar, cigarette, or tobacco in any

form, * * * shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon con-

viction therof shall be fined in any sum not exceeding $100.—Compiled

Laws of Utah, section 8443.

The penalty for a misdemeanor "except in cases where a different pun-

ishment is prescribed by law," is "punishable by imprisonment in a county

jail not exceeding six months, or by a fine in any sum less than $300, or by

both.

Arizona

It shall be unlawful for any person in the State of Arizona to sell, give,

or furnish, or cause to be sold, given or furnished any cigars, cigarettes or

cigarette papers, smoking or chewing tobacco, of any kind or character to

any person under the age of twenty-one (21) years and it shall be unlawful

for any minor in the State of Arizona to buy, accept or receive from any

person, any cigars, cigarettes or cigarette papers, smoking or chewing to-

bacco of any kind or character.—Session Laws of Arizona, 1917, p. 8.

(An amendment of the section passed in 1913.)

The violation of the preceding section shall be a misdemeanor and the

person guilty thereof shall be fined for each offense not less than ten nor

more than one hundred dollars.—Revised Statutes of Arizona, 1913, p. 66.



On the Street Corner

By Nephi Jensen

As the last strain of "Just as I am" floated away upon the
evening air, I left the corner where the Salvation Army was
holding their street meeting near the heart of Toronto, Canada,
and walked up Yonge street to its intersection with Shutter,
where two street evangelists were earnestly contending for the
attention of the passing crowds, at opposite sides of the street.

One of these ministers was a middle-aged, stocky-built man
with unlimited lung power. He was earnestly and vehemently
iterating and reiterating the soft sweet words, "By grace ye are

saved." He ran all kinds of changes on this favorite text. But
he had no well denned message that appealed to his hearers.

It was plainly manifest that he was trying to make up in rhet-

oric what he lacked in truth. The thoughtless young people,

out for a Saturday night stroll, would stop for a few sentences

and then pass to the picture show near by.

The speaker on the other side of the street was a very
young man just budding out of his teens into manhood. He
had fine, clean features, clear, bright eyes, and a beaming
countenance which seemed to say, "I am your friend, I want
to help you." He, too, was fervent and earnest but not bois-

terous. All through his address he maintained that dignified

reserve which is characteristic of those who are deeply moved.
His spirit and manner were different from anything you may
witness anywhere in the world except when you hear a "Mor-
mon" elder preach. He seemed to be possessed of two dis-

tinct natures. He was meek and gentle, and at the same time

bold and fearless. What was the peculiar charm of this young
man's speaking? In the assemblies of the Saints we call it,

"The spirit of truth."

He stood erect and looked his hearers square in the eye.

As he spoke, there was a slight tremor on his lips. But it was
not a manifestation of fear. It was a deeper and truer emotion.

It was the genuine love of truth.

His manner of speaking was as artless as that of a boy. He
did not attempt to play upon words nor use rhetorical tricks,

to tickle the shallow fancy. He spoke with the simple, earnest

utterance of one who is deeply stirred by his message. And the

people, both young and old, stopped and listened. What cap-
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tured these hearers? Not learning, not oratory. It was truth

spoken with the power of conviction.

And he preached a different gospel from that of the man

across the street. He pictured no delightful road to heaven,

no "flowery beds of ease." He talked of the "steep and craggy

path" that heroic men climb to the glory of God. His was the

voice of "one crying in the wilderness," "Repent, for the King-

dom of Heaven is at hand."

Nor did the crowds turn from hearing this sterner gospel

of righteousness, to the fair promises of the man over the way.

They hung on the fervent words of the youthful denouncer ot

sin. For, after all, there is a heroic element in all true men,

and they are willing to be told of "the terror of life, that they

may "arm themselves to meet it."

The young elder was followed by his older companion who

was more deliberate but equally earnest in his denunciation

of all unrighteousness.

At the conclusion of the meeting, tracts were ottered to all

who wished them. A returned Canadian soldier, a member ot

the Church, who had been through the fire of Vimy Kidge,

Lens, Paschendale, Amiens, Arras, Cambrai, and who had sut-

fered slight wounds twice, assisted actively in the distribution

of the literature. As I watched him going about through the

throng, eager to give the printed word of truth to those in dark-

ness, I could not but think, "Young man, you are displaying

greater courage now than you did when you faced the cannon 8

mouth."
Toronto, Canada

Two Neighbors' Sons

Two neighbors' sons returned today,

One came from over the sea;

The other came from I know not where.

A draft evader was he.

Both were clasped in a mother's arms;

But, beyond, the evader saw

Not a host of admiring friends,

But the cold, stern arm of the law.

One was crippled, perhaps for life,

In the trenches "over there,"

And for bravery in action

He was given the Croix de Guerre.

The other bore no visible hurt,

But a crippled soul has he,

And the scar will scarcely be effaced

Throughout eternity. Edna May Irvine



Shoshone-Goshute Indians and the Deep
Creek Region, Utah

By Albert B. Reagan, Formerly Teacher in Charge of the Goshute Indians

The Deep Creek region lies in the neighborhood of seventy
miles south of Wendover, Utah, on both sides of the Utah-Ne-
vada state line. It comprises the Deep Creek range of moun-
tains and the watershed to the westward drained by Spring and
Deep creeks and their tributaries. The mountains are rich in
minerals, comprising the Queen of Sheba and Gold Hill (Good-
win) mining districts, the latter being one of the largest tung-
sten producing districts of the country. The valleys are also
among the most fertile in Utah with water sufficient for irriga-

tion, while the mountain districts amply take Care of the coun-
try's stock.

Besides the mining center of Gold Hill (Goodwin), which
is connected by railroad with the Western Pacific, at Wendover,
the region contains three thriving centers, Deep Creek (Ibapah),
Eight Mile, and the Goshute Indian (Ranch) settlement on the
Indian reservation of the same name. The first two are white
settlements, and all are in the agricultural district.

This region, like most of the west, had its Indian troubles

in the old times. Later, there was the Queen of Sheba mining
boom, the Johnson Canyon excitement, and the Gold Hill mines,

which were of interest in the years ago and which are again

looming to the front on account of the discovery of paying
tungsten mines in the vicinity, by the Wilson brothers.

Antiquity—Picture Cave

The cliff dwellers came this far north, leaving their writings

on the rocks and on the walls of their homes, to attest their hav-

ing been here. In a cave in yellow limestone in a branch canyon
on the west side of the upper headwaters of Choke Cherry creek,

a branch of Spring creek in Nevada, there are innumerable picto-

graphs of a happier day for that vanished race. The mouth of

the cave faces south, is forty feet long and ten feet high, but

the roof pitches to the floor twenty feet inward. The draw-

ings are on the back, upper wall. They are made in large, wide,

heavy lines, blotches, and crude drawings in yellow, blue, and

red—apparently of mineral paint, Besides these, the whole
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roof-face is run over in almost all directions by numerous black
lines drawn in a promiscuous manner and apparently without
design. The surface on which the drawings are made is much
weathered, and some of the pictographs can hardly be made out,

or are entirely obliterated.

The Tradition About the Pictographs

Jake Antelope, head of the Goshute Indians, gave the
writer the following tradition of his tribe about these pictures:

"The pictographs are in caves and carved on the canyon
walls along Warm Creek, in the Deep Creek range and the hills

of Pleasant Valley. They were made by short, heavy-set giants

of the long ago. The 'thunder bird' preyed upon this people.

Once my grandfather had a dream to cure the sick. What he
saw in his dream was his helper in driving sickness away from
the afflicted; it was his guiding spirit. At times when looking
for this guiding spirit, he would go hunting in the Ibapah peaks
of the Deep Creek range. Once while there, fasting and pray-

ing, he came along below a ridge on which the 'thunder bird'

had its nest. There he saw the bones of the little giants the

great bird had discarded and thrown from its nest after it had
eaten all the flesh from them. The bones were many in num-
ber and awfully heavy." (Petrified. Possibly the bones of some
prehistoric animal may be exposed in some of the ledges of these

mountains and these are what the medicine man saw.) "These

were the bones of the men who made the drawings in the caves

and along the canyon walls."

The Shoshone-Goshute Indians

When the white man came to this region, he found the Sho-
shoni-Goship (Goshute or Ghost Ute) Indians in possession. At
that time they dominated Western Utah and Eastern Nevada,
south of the Great Salt Lake Desert, far into the south half of

these two states. After the discovery of gold in California, the

Overland Route was made through the center of their territory

within thirteen miles of the present Goshute Indian agency.

Following the middle of the last century, these Indians be-

gan to commit depredations on the settlers and on the Overland

route. The Overland station, just east of the pass, in the Deep
Creek range, twenty eight miles east of the present In-

dian agency, was captured and burned, and its in-

mates were killed. This station was half way between Deep
Creek (Ibapah P. O.) and Calleo, eastward on the present Lin-

coln Highway. It is now known as "Burned Station," formerly

as "Overland Pass." It is alleged that the Indians killed three

soldiers and two stock tenders here, and that one soldier got away
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Overland station at Deep Creek (Ibapah), now in ruins

wounded. The bodies of the soldiers were afterwards taken to
Camp Douglas to be buried; the civilians were buried near the
ruins of the station, and their graves still mark the spot. When
attacked, one white man retreated to a stall in the barn and
killed several Indians with his knife before he was overcome.
After the raid, the station was moved three miles eastward onto a

ridge, so the view would be broader. The graves and a part of

the rock wall still mark the old station site, to remind one of

those early days. Deep Creek station, now Ibapah, fared better,

as there were more whites near it; but Eight Mile (or Egan)
station, eight miles farther west, on the present Lincoln High-

way, while able to withstand the attacks, had many a grim day.

At one time on the route from Deep Creek station to Egan, the

stage was attacked. The stage driver and the only passenger

were both killed, but the team, at a break-neck speed, rushed

down the road and through the Eight-Mile station gates with

their dead. At about the same time the stage coming from the

west to Eigth Mile was attacked and the driver killed, but, as in

the previous case, the frantic horses gained the station with the

stage and their dead driver. The graves of these slaughtered

men are just a little west of the old station house; and the old

adobe fort, now the residence of George Etta, has the bullet

marks in its walls to remind one of the Indian attacks in those

grim old days.

To stop the depredations, the war department rounded up

the Indians and compelled them to make a treaty with the gov-
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eminent, agreeing to cease hostile action in any way. And they
have lived up to their side of the agreement.

As the deep Creek section of the Ghoshutes began to civil-

ize, they were gathered in by the "Mormon" Church at Deep
Creek, and for a number of years they were fathered by the
Church there. They were moved up to the site of the present
reserve, and the "Mormon" Church bought them a little tract of

land there and also acquired a right to certain water for irriga-

tion purposes. The Church held the title to this land for a

while, then deeded it over to the Indians. Soon, then, white

The now adobe closed gate of the old Eight Mile (Egan) overland station

through which the frantic horses rushed with the stage when their

drivers had been killed by the Indians in the grim old days.

men began to encroach upon the Indians' water rights. This
led to a lengthy litigation in which the Indians, through gen-

erous help of the officers of the Church, won a third of all the

water of the entire watershed and still hold it with their newly
constituted reserve. To make the Indians more secure, the

Hon. Woodrow Wilson, by executive order of March 23, 1914,

set apart one and three-fourths townships of land surrounding

their former holdings as a reservation for these Indians. The
Deep Creek division of Goshutes now number about 130, and

are the healthiest Indians the writer has met within seventeen

years in the Indian Service.

The Bear Dance

The Goshutes have two dances of the old type which are

occasionally indulged in. They are as follows:
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An Indian House on the Deep Creek Indian Reservation

The performers in this dance are arranged like the spokes
of a wheel. The women face inward toward the hub, while the
partner of each respective woman faces her as they hold each
other's right hand or place the right hand on the partner's right
shoulder. The writer has seen a similar dance where the
dancers danced only in parallel form on one side of the central
fire. The dance is simply a backward and forward movement
along the spoke-line. The woman advances five steps and her
partner retrogrades; then vice versa. A set lasts throughout
the chanting of a single song. The men then take their seats
and the squaws choose their partners for the next set. In doing
this they simply go where the men are grouped and tap the
one of their choice with the hand: and—sometimes they "get
left" and have to dance a set alone. The hub is occupied by
the central fire, around which the chanters and musicians squat.

As an accompaniment to the singing, an inverted tub is

used as a drum, across the edges of which are drawn notched
hardwood sticks. The noise thus produced is a rumbling, terri-

ble sound to a white man, but music to the Indian. The dance
begins at evening and lasts throughout the night.

The Round Dance

This dance is very similar to the Shoshone "Dragging
Dance," and also resembles the Sioux Ghost dance of 1889. It

differs, however, in this, that no drum is used, and in the fact

that it is a choosing-partner dance. The women choose their

partners by going to the circle and forcing themselves between
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their choice and the next dancer in the circle and locking arms
with each. Sometimes the squaw is rejected and is ejected from
the circle as she is jeered by the spectators.

When all is ready, some time after darkness has closed over
the land on the night chosen for the dance, the leaders walk out
to the dancing place and, facing inward, join hands so as to
form a small circle; all these first actors are men. Then, with-
out moving from their places, they sing the opening song in a
sort of undertone. Having sung it through once, they raise

their voices to their full strength and repeat it, this time slowly
circling around in the dance. The step is very simple. The
dancers move from right to left, following the course of the
sun, advancing the left foot and following it with the right,

hardly lifting the feet from the ground. Various songs are

sung, all adapted to the simple measure of the dance step. As
the song rises and swells, the people come singly and in groups
from the several houses and tepees and one after another join

in the circle until any number, from fifty to one hundred, are

in the dance. When the circle is small, each song is repeated

through a number of times. If large, it is repeated only through

one circuit, measured by the return of the leaders to the start-

ing point. Each song is started in a smiliar manner, first in an

undertone, while the singers stand still in their places, and then

with the full voice-song the dancers begin to circle around.

When once begun, the dance lasts throughout the remainder of

the night. It leads toward the hypnotic, and is vigorously per-

formed.

Games

At the present time only one of the old time games is

played. It is given below and is called the Ni-ay-way, or Tivo-

Stick Game of the Goshute Indians.

When playing this game, all squat, Indian style, on the

ground, and the playing side pounds chunks or boards with

long stick-like clubs to make the most noise possible. And when

winning, they pound the more vigorously and sing with greater

accent.

In the game, two sticks, about three inches long and one-

eighth of an inch in diameter, and some tally sticks are used.

One of the game sticks has a thread or buckskin band around its

center. When playing, the player holds one of the game sticks

in each hand. These he changes from hand to hand behind his

back, under a blanket or behind an apron (if the player be a

woman), or at any other place out of sight of the guesser, his

opponent, though he faces his opponent in the open throughout

the whole time he is playing. The players are two in number



1046 IMPROVEMENT ERA

and sit opposite and about six feet from each other, though
each set may be joined by many helpers and each may repre-

sent a whole tribe or clan. The player, having changed the

game sticks to suit himself, brings his hands before him and
swings them back and forth from left to right and the reverse

as he changes the sticks in sight or out of sight (concealed)

from hand to hand by slight-of-hand performance to discon-

cert his opponent, as his colleagues sing a vigorous song in a

monotonous minor key. A "good" player will change the sticks

after the guess is made. As the player is thus acting, the gues-

ser is preparing to make his guess. He makes false motions with
his hands, points to this hand and thefi,;^hat hand, of his op-

ponent, while he argues and jokes to see if he can decide from
his actions where the valuable stick is, in which hand it is

held. Having decided, he makes his guess (calls it) by slapping

his hands together in a vigorous manner and then pointing his

right hand toward the hand he has decided holds the mystic,

winning stick. If he looses, his opponents begin the vigorous

song of triumph and begin to hide the sticks again. If he wins,

the sticks are turned over to him. Below are the rules for

playing the game:
1. The unmarked stick is the winning stick.

2. If the guesser guesses in which hand the unmarked
stick is, he gets the game sticks, but no tally. And the other

side begins to guess.

3. The tallies are kept by an agreed number of tally sticks,

each side at the beginning of the game having the same num-
ber.

4. For every time a guesser misses, he losses a tally and a

tally stick of his passes over to the winner and is placed with

his pile of tally sticks.

5. When all the tally sticks have passed to the possession

of either of the contestants, that side has won the game.
Kayenta, Arizona



The First Commandment

By C. L. Olsen, M. D.

In Three Parts—Part II

"Lo, children are a heritage of the Lord. * * * Happy is the man
that hath his quiver full of them."

This quotation from the Psalmist represents the scriptural
view of the matter. To some, these words lend comfort; others
consider them a broken reed upon which poor, puzzled parents,
tried to the core, may lean for support; and to the unbeliever
and to those who can see only the material side of life, they
amount to a huge joke—for who could believe a sane man or
woman really happy, while struggling to rear a large family of
children!

Few, indeed, nowadays, care to discuss publicly the ques-
tion of child-bearing, because many, even otherwise good,
capable men and women, boldly take the ground that it is al-

together a matter of personal concern. That such is not the
case entirely, however, is not difficult to comprehend. But
none is more blind than he who will not see. Another reason
is the modern notion of personal independence and the grow-
ing disregard for anything that tends to curb individual inclina-

tions, or that in the least interferes with the modern tendency
of living a life of pleasure and freedom from care.

Once in a great while a voice can be heard in the distance,

pleading for a return to normal family life—in other words,

that men and women, as parents, live a natural, married life,

shunning none of its responsibilities. Theodore Roosevelt, for

instance, that intrepid, red-blooded American, how scathingly

he condemns the "life of slothful ease," as he terms it. "A
mere life of ease," says he, "is not in the end a very satisfac-

tory life, and, above all, it is a life which ultimately unfits

those who follow it for serious work in the world."

To be natural, married men must be men, not merely

males. They must be vigorously maculine; willing to furnish

wife and children with a comfortable home; be thoughtful

providers and fearless defenders of the weak. And as for the

women, we will let Roosevelt speak: "The woman must be the

housewife, the helpmeet, the homemaker, the wise and fearless

mother of many healthy children." Lo, this is natural. And
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if we live according to nature, allowing nature to take its

course, all will be well with us. It is only when we, short-
sighted mortals, take the reins in our own hands, or the bit in
our teeth, so to speak, trying to improve upon the plan of
creation, that trouble is in store for us.

Barrenness is not a virtue; fruitfulness is. Barrenness is

the exception; it is, indeed, very rare, compared with the
general rule in any race. To "multiply and replenish," is a
law applicable to all animate beings. The human family, at

the head of all creation, as was clearly the intention of the
Creator, should set an example in obeying this universal law.
Realizing this, the immortal Shakespeare wrote:

"Torches are made to light, jewels to wear,
Dainties to taste, fresh beauty for the use,

Herbs for their smell, and sappy plants to bear;
Things growing to themselves are growth's abuse:

Seeds spring from seeds, and beauty breedeth beauty,
Thou wast begot—to get it is thy duty.

Upon the earth's increase why shouldst thou feed,

Unless the earth with thy increase be fed?
By law of Nature thou art bound to breed,
That thine may live, when thou thyself art dead;

And so in spite of death thou dost survive,

In that thy likeness still is left alive."

It is taken for granted that the reader accepts the proposi-

tion that, for obvious reasons, married life is the only proper
state or condition in which men and women can live together,

sexually. To reach the point: it might be stated that as an
invariable rule, a normal married couple instinctively yearn

for offspring. With such a normal couple, living a normal life

and under normal conditions, children are always welcome
guests. With most men, but with women particularly, being

brought to realize the stern reality that they are doomed to

live a life of childless solitude, the condition is well-nigh un-

bearable. Those—fortunately comparatively few, however

—

who, from causes beyond their control, are deprived of this

"heritage," are inclined first, to criticize themselves severely,

in attempting to discover the cause; and, second, to make every

effort to remedy the abnormal condition. The first attitude is

natural; the latter course, praiseworthy. And no refined per-

son would, either by inuendo or otherwise, utter one word
calculated to wound the sensitive feelings of such unfortunate

mortals.

In noticing the easy, indolent, good-for-nothing life led by

many ultra-fashionable men and women, who have adopted the

damnable practice of either altogether preventing children

from being born to them, or of curtailing the number of chil-
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dren in their family, the intelligent observer cannot fail to
see that all is not gold, that glitters. Here, happiness is for
the most part only a sham; the forced smile, a deception. In
spite of outward appearances, the wealth and luxury, the
glamor and glare, the studied efforts at appearing contented,
there is a secret something proclaiming the whole scheme a
miserable make-believe; for, the absence of frolicking children
—who thrive only in the warm atmosphere of real love—bear
mute evidence that something is wrong in that household. As
a rule there is a spirit pervading such a loveless dwelling (not
a home) which is absolutely repulsive to pure-minded, morally
clean parents who, trusting God, do not put a straw in the way
for an unborn spirit to be clothed in flesh, according to the
plan of the great Creator. Many such childless domiciles might
be likened "unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear
beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and
of all uncleanness." Think of the blighted hopes of the many
pure, immaculate spirits who, when trying to enter, have had
the doors of inhospitality slammed in their faces by human
beings whom dumb brutes could teach a lesson; think of

the wicked practices going on within, the premeditated evasion

of natural duties and intentional disregard for divine law.

Angels well might weep—they undoubtedly do. And is it not

clothfulness, to say the least, in the strong and powerful man
and the beautiful woman who, "with malice aforethought,"

evade the law and for the sake of personal comfort, and out of

purely selfish motives, refuse to "multiply and replenish?"

We have learned by heart the apparently plausible argu-

ments brought out to sustain the sophistry that, as regards

children, "it is not quantity but quality that counts." Who
can tell in advance with any degree of certainty the quality

of his child? That time alone will tell. The claim or assump-

tion that where there are two children in a family, their qual-

ity will be better than if there were four, is sheer nonsense.

For where would such reasoning end? The facts are that in

rearing the child to manhood or womanhood, parents or other

guardians may notice certain inclinations, traits and desires in

the child, which clearly are inherent in this particular individ-

ual; and this, for the very good reason, that inasmuch as no

two persons are alike, there cannot be two spirits absolutely

alike. As to the ultimate quality of the individuals entrusted

to our care, all the best of us can do is to teach them correct

principles, set them a good example, and endeavor to bring

them up in the fear and admonition of the Lord. The rest

must be left to the individuals themselves, who are endowed

with free agency to choose the life they wish to lead—the result
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of which determines the quality of each particular person.
The quality may be good, bad or indifferent, whether there are
one child or a dozen children in the same family. "Before
I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou earnest
forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a
prophet." (Jer. 1:5.) Plain words, surely. Jeremiah was
sanctified (set apart) and ordained a prophet before he in-
habited the earthly tabernacle obtained through his earthly
parents. In other words, he was potentially a prophet—he had
the quality, or possessed the "stuff," that prophets are made
of; but it remained for him to "make good." Jeremiah's "qual-
ity" did not depend on whether or not his earthly father had
few or many children.

The writer, believing he has set a good example (he has
sixteen children of his own), pleads for the spirits destined to

come forth upon this earth and who, no doubt, are anxiously
awaiting their opportunity to receive an earthly tabernacle.
Let them come; and hinder them not. Give them the same
privileges that we have received. It is part of our mission on
earth.

We are all more or less acquainted with the stock argu-
ments brought forward by the opponents of this view, which view
is held to be a cardinal truth by the Latter-day Saints in particu-

lar. Some of these arguments have already been referred to.

It was Daudet who, in treating this subject, referred to "the fear

of maternity, the haunting terror of the young wife of the

present day." But why should maternity be such a haunting
terror to woman today? The alwise Creator fitted and prepared
woman precisely for her role in the drama of life; and if she

will but cheerfully endeavor to take her allotted part on this

stage, the Lord will assuredly come to her assistance, in time
of need.

Fashion, improper clothing, corsets, high-heeled shoes, er-

ror in diet, immoderate dancing and other amusements, late

hours, novel-reading, indolence and inactivity, cramming at

school, high-pressure education, and numerous other causes

have been urged as reasons why childbearing today is something
entirely different from what it was in olden times. Then—inas-

much as the same causes produce the same effects—change the

program: come back to first principles. Live a natural life and
observe the well-known laws of nature; then fear of maternity

will cease to be the haunting terror it is claimed to be today.



Prophecies and Promises of the Lord
As Recorded in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants

Study Course for Joint Senior M. I. A. Classes, 1919-20

LESSON IV.—HUMILITY THE ONLY SAFEGUARD AGAINST
HUMILIATION

"Humility is not slavish submission, . nor servile complais-

ance; it is loving assent reinforced by free agency and free will

loyalty."

It is at once a feeling of dependence on the higher, and a

sentiment of independence from any control of the lower.

It combines the instinctive yielding of childhood and the

rational assent of the mature adult.

Introductory Statements

Perhaps the greatest test to which humility may be put,

is in the presence of a reprimand.

The first criminal justified himself to the last. The mighty
Moses did not murmur at the penalty imposed for the error

of forgetting his dependency upon the Lord. (Numbers 20:10,

11, 12). The erring king of Israel said to the prophet Nathan:
"I have sinned," and afterwards the consolation of redemption
was given to him, and he exclaimed: "Thou wilt not leave my
soul in hell" (Psalm 16:10).

One of the marks of a master mind, is the absence of self-

justification in wrong doing. The constant measure of hu-

mility, however, is the obedience of confidence in recognized

authority. It is love exemplified in the action of service. It

has behind it, a strength indicated by the attitude expressed

in the words—"I came not to do my own will, but the will of

him who sent me," a declaration expressive of the fact that

the Savior's highest will was to do the will of his Father. It

was the highest form of free agency. Not blind obedience, but

confidence, service, void of servitude, a feeling of acquiescence

without subordination, duty submerged in pleasure.

Humiliation in this lesson means something more than

being humble. Humiliation means a state of degradation or

subordination brought about by forces from without. It is

a state of subordination without the attitude of humility, it is

compliance minus acquiescence. The retributive rather than

the repentant element dominates in humiliation.

Roger Williams' banishment was one of humility. Napo-

leon's condition was one of humiliation.
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In humility the Saints were expelled from their homes,

in humiliation the Germans were driven out of Belgium.

Majestic humility in chains triumphed in Liberty jail,

when ruffian cowardice quailed before the prophet's rebuke.

The world today acclaims the humiliation of arrogance at Count

Bentinck's castle, where the Kaiser King is kept a prisoner, in

servility.

Section 3, Doctrine and Covenants, contains evidence of

two great facts, first, that Joseph Smith was in direct communi-
cation with Deity, and that the revelations were not Joseph's,

but given through him. Second, that he possessed a humility
that would fortify against humiliation. The revelation is a

vivid picture of Joseph's standing before the Lord, a declara-

tion as to his elect, and preordained fitness, to be a gospel dis-

pensator.

The publication of the revelation points to the prophet's

willingness, that the world should see him without camouflage.

The incident is an exemplification of what every individual

must meet sometime, somewhere, namely, that of being known
among men as he is known by the Lord.

The section is replete with prophecies and promises, but
especial emphasis is placed on the eternal truths; that arro-

gance and advancement are incompatible; that "pride goeth

before a fall."

The triumph of the Church up to date, is in fulfilment of

the promise made in section 33. It is sufficient to prove the di-

vinity of the document. The history of men who have grown
too wise for the Church, furnishes ample evidence of the truths

set forth in paragraph 6, section 52.

The condition of boasting in one's own strength, is the

natural antecedent of setting at nought, the councils of God,
and following one's own will and selfish desires. The individual

who does this, is in a state of falling, a condition which in and
of itself, is the forerunner of retribution, just as a rising con-

dition is the antecedent of reward.

God's vengeance means his approval of the natural com-
pensation of sin.

The compensation of the sin of arrogance, is humiliation,

psychologically, that is, according to the laws governing our
mind; sociologically, that is, according to the laws govern-

ing the welfare of society ; and theologically, that is, according to

the laws governing the kingdom of heaven, or the rule of God's

righteousness. Arrogance, like uncleanliness, grieves the Spirit

of the Lord and it departs; it cannot abide with either of these

conditions.



PROMISES AND PROPHECIES 1053

Questions and Problems
1. Make paragraph 4, section 3, a part of your everlasting mind con-

tent; that is, commit it to memory so thoroughly that you will never for-
got it.

2. Give the time and place of the occasion for the revelation recorded
in section 3.

3. To whom does the prophecy and promise apply in paragraph 4?
4. Wherein is the promise especially valuable in Church government?

In family government? In self government?
5. What does the expression "Setting at nought the counsels of God,"

mean to you?
6. Distinguish between a careless setting at nought, and a wilful setting

at nought.
7. Wherein does a careless setting at nought lead up to a wilful setting

at nought? Illustrate.

8. Discuss the meaning of the word "must" in paragraph 4.

9. Consider the lives of two great spirits, one still in a condition of

humility, saying, My highest will is to do the will of my Father; the other,

now in a state of humiliation, vainly striving to control earth and rule

heaven.
10. Wherein does the publication of section 3 prove that Joseph

Smith gave to the world, not his own mind and will, but the mind and
will of the Lord from whom he received instructions, face to face?

11. Note the entire absence of even a shadow of self-justification in the

life of Joseph the Prophet.

12. When is duty submerged in pleasure?

13. If setting at nought the counsels of God, must be followed by a

fall or humiliation, what must be the results of an individual stand, a mass

movement slogan in support of the counsels of the Lord?

14. Enumerate some of the triumphs of the Church over the efforts

of men to destroy it, in proof of the fulfilment of the divine promise made
in paragraph 3 section 3.

15. What direct declaration concerning humility was given to Joseph

Knight, section 12?

16. How is strength theologically related to humility? See section 1:27.

17. Discuss the meaning of section 39:18.

18. In the light of the promise made in Sec. 88:17, discuss the follow-

ing proposition: There may be a wide difference between inheriting the

earth and inhabiting it.

Collateral References and Supplemental Suggestions

A remarkable testimony of President Heber J. Grant, illustrative not

only of the humility of President Woodruff, but of the men who trusted

the Power that led him against their own opinions.— (See Era, August, 1919,

pp. 845-6, June Conference Report, pp. 8, 9.)

Lincoln's favorite poem, "O why should the spirit of mortal be proud?"

Heart Throbs, page 259.

The book of Ecclesiastes paying special attention to the conclusion.

LESSON V.-THE GLORY OF GOSPEL MESSENGER SERVICE

Introduction

The gospel is a scheme or plan for raising the human family

above the power of all its enemies, its intellectual enemies, its

moral enemies and its spiritual enemies, of which enemies ig-

norance is perhaps the greatest.

In its fulness, it is principle plus practice; it is theory
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applied; it is instruction, inspiration and application. The
Giver of the gospel taught the truth, encouraged its acceptance,

and wrought the doctrines into habit; thus demonstrating that

it is "the power of God unto salvation."

Jesus was an obedient child, an ardent student, a feeder
of multitudes, a healer of the sick, a raiser of the dead; but all

these activities were subordinate to his gospel message service.

This was indicated in his words to his mother at the temple in

Jerusalem. When she found him engaged in discussion with
the learned doctors, and tenderly chided him, he answered her
by saying: "Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's

business?"

Behind this expression, we may see an interest that ab-

sorbed all other interests.

When the Savior addressed Oliver Cowdery and David
Whitmer, through the Prophet Joseph, and gave the promise
of joy, he spoke with the authority of experience and with a

recognition of importance that outweighed all other considera-

tions. See Section 18:13-18, inclusive.

The magnitude of gospel messenger service is indicated in

paragraph 23, section 1, which provides for the official pene-
tration of society through all its Jieight and depth, its length
and breadth. And as the glory of God is intelligence, the
spread of intelligence means the distribution of glory; and the
distributor is made twice glorious, once in the receiving of the
truth, and again in giving it. Truly "it is more blessed to give

than to receive." The giver must receive before he can give,

and in gospel messenger service, the gift increases .with the giv-

ing. Biologically, we grow by what we take; theologically, we
grow by what we give. The growth in the one field is limited;

in the other field, it is a-, boundless as eternity. Gospel mes-
senger service carries with it authoritative linking up between
man and his Maker.

Many marvelous promises are made for faithful missionary

service, and these promises to the Council of the Twelve are

accompanied by the privilege of being recognized and addressed

by the Savior himself as his friends. See section 84:63 to 77

inclusive.

The promise made to every missionary, in section 84:80,

is a conditional one, and the degree of its fulfilment in the life

of any missionary will be in proportion to the meeting of the

conditions from the Lord's point of view. The words "to con-

tinue," "all," and "unnoticed," should receive special attention

in the study of this promise.

A promise made to Lyman Wight is illustrative of the glory

of missionary messenger service. Section 124:18, 19.
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That gospel messenger service extends from the heavens to

the regions of the damned, is clearly set forth in the promise
made in section 88:99.

The far-reaching importance of gospel messenger service

may dawn upon one by the study of section 76:81-5, where
the fate of the rejecters of this service is depicted. A careful

consideration of section 25:1, leads us to know that the accept-

ance of the gospel messenger service makes of men the sons of

God, and of women, the daughters of God.

Questions and Problems

1. Give the time, place, and circumstances under which section 18

was given.

2. What promise made to individuals in that revelation may be con-

sistently claimed by all missionaries?

3. Commit the promise to memory.
4. State the value of this promise; the earth-life value; the value be-

yond earth life.

5. Show that gospel messenger service is glorious to the messenger, as

a receiver and as a giver.

6. Compare the words of the Lord, sec. 84:63, with his words recorded

in John 15:13-15.

7. Prove from section 84:77 that the Giver of that revelation was Jesus

of Nazareth.

8. On what definite condition is missionary power and reward based?
9. What does the expression "beget glory" mean in section 124:18?

10. Show that the promises and prophecies concerning the glory of

missionary service provides for divine appointment, divinely inspired active

ity, endless opportunity, joy hereafter, training for a companionship with

the Savior, through the doing of that which was his chosen vocation.

Collateral References and Supplemental Suggestions

Open the class with the hymn beginning: "Come, all ye sons of God."
Plan to have two five-minute talks from missionaries,—one of them a

sister.

Read John 21, emphasizing paragraphs 15, 16, 17.

My First Mission, from faith-promoting series.

Song: "From Greenland's icy mountains."

LESSON VI.—KEEPING UP CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE LORD

"Let your first good morning be to your Father in Heaven."

—

Dr. Karl

G. Maeser.
"Neglect is always unkind and oftentimes cruel."

—

Dr. Karl G. Maeser.

Introduction

Forgetting to pray is indicative of spiritual indolence,

neglecting to pray is indolence, and much more than indolence,

it is the drying up of the fountain of gratitude. Not only when
life gets dark and dreary should we pray, for then selfishness

prompts the petition, but, when the stream of enjoyment is

at high tide, then we should send messages of appreciation.

Every message of gratitude moves in a cycle and comes
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back to the sender stronger, sweeter and a little above its start-

ing place.

Heavenward message-sending now trains for heavenly mes-
senger service hereafter.

The greatest of all messengers from on high was the most
faithful in remembering his Father.

Ambassadors from on high were correspondents here be-
low: Moroni, at Joseph's boyhood home, and in the sacred
grove; Moses and Elias, in the mountains of Palestine; John
the Baptist, in the woods of Pennsylvania; Michael or Adam;
and Peter, James and John, on the Susquehanna river; all were
men who remembered the Lord when they were on earth.

Among the products of prayer, the pleasure of praying and
the soul growth accompanying it, are by no means the least.

Every earnest, consistent prayer, is answered by the uplift of

the soul.

A duty-started prayer invariably rises into the realm of

exquisite pleasure.

Prayer is the best preventive and surest cure of soul-sick-

ness, and like all other ordinances of the gospel, it is for man,
and not man for the prayer.

Our need for spiritual correspondence is much greater
than our Father's need. God, our Father, commands us to pray
because he loves to see us grow, and on that growth be happy.

We grow warm towards God just as we grow warm towards
our friends by faithful correspondence.

He would save us from a coldness that makes way for sub-
conscious contempt without our knowing it.

Spiritual correspondence is incumbent upon and indispen-

sable to the happiness of every member of the Church. It is

of three types; the individual or secret prayer, the family or
group prayer, the Church or congregational prayer. As ex-

amples of this latter type, we have the invocation, the song
prayers, the official sacrament prayer, and the benediction, all

of which are wireless messages sweeping through the universe
with faith-vibrations towards the throne of Grace.

The first two types require daily attention, the third at

least weekly attention. Individual love messages are due from
us to our Father every day, and it grieves heaven to miss receiv-

ing them.

The prophecies and promises in the Doctrine and Coven-
ants concerning the keeping up of our correspondence with the
Lord are many, to say the least. Section 10:5 promises victory

over Satan.

Section 19:38 promises a greater blessing than the trea-

sures of earth with their accompanying corruptibleness.
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Section 20:33 indirectly promises the Church immunity
against falling into temptation, if divine correspondence is

kept up. Section 65 pleads for prayers as a help to our Father
in heaven. Section 104:80 promises financial deliverance

through prayer. Section 93:49 indirectly promises protection

against losing one's place through evil inspiration. Section 101

:

7, in substance, declares that delay in correspondence on earth

necessitates postponement of reply in heaven.

Marvelous healing promises are recorded concerning faith-

prayers, in section 35:9.

The promises made concerning those who believe in the

healing ordinance, but have not faith in its efficacy, in their

case, is recorded in section 42:43, 44.

Questions and Problems

1. What is the mental condition of a person who cannot pray?
2. How would it affect you to have the privilege of prayer taken away

from you?
3. What is the meaning of the word "conqueror," section 10:5?
4. Wherein is congregational prayer a safe-guard against the possibility

of public sanction of any form of iniquity in the Church?
5. Give an illustration of special deliverance coming through prayer,

either to the Church or to the individual.

6. Find the promise of protection against apostasy in 93:49.

7. Account for delay in answer to prayers, section 101 : 7.

8. Discuss the difference between mere belief and the faith spoken
of in the promise recorded in section 35:9.

9. What is the special value of the promise made concerning prayer

for the sick recorded in section 42:44?
10. Through what three things are all victory and glory promised in

section 103:36?
11. Which is your favorite song prayer?
12. Of all the promises recorded in the Doctrine and Covenants, con-

cerning prayer, mention three which you consider to be of most value.

13. Discuss the promise recorded in sec. 19:38, and especially con-

sider the significance of the phrase, "corruptibleness to the extent thereof."

14. Read carefully sec. 65 and note carefully your feelings.

15. In the light of all the promises made concerning faithfulness in

keeping up our correspondence with the Lord, what must we expect as the

result of neglecting it?

Collateral References and Supplemental Suggestions

The All Night Prayer: Luke 12:6-12.

The prayer of marvelous tenderness and scope, Luke 17.

The prayer at Liberty jail, and its answer. Section 121:122.

A temple dedicatory prayer. Section 109.

Open exercises with singing, "Prayer is the Soul's Sincere Desire."

Recite the Lord's Prayer, in concert.

Have one testimony concerning the promise of prayer becoming a

means of overcoming evil. Emphasize the great central truth, that praying
is a natural process of spiritual growth, and that through this growth, salva-

tion is promised here and hereafter. It is an indispensable natural process.

Sing first two stanzas only of, "Sweet Hour of Prayer."



A Mission as a Factor in Education

A Study for the Advanced Junior Y. M. M. I. A. Class,

1919-20

LESSON I.—WHEN A YOUNG MAN CAN GO ON A MISSION AND GO
TO COLLEGE, WHICH SHOULD HE DO FIRST?

In answering this question we think every young man
should aspire to do both ; but, if called upon to make a choice, it

would be better, in most cases, to go on a mission first. In this

lesson we submit some of the advantages of going to college.

A number of years ago a chancellor of one of the state

universities wrote to all the graduates of that institution, ask-

ing them to state briefly the advantages which their experience
showed that they have derived from their college life and work.
Among the answers were the following:

One says: "My love for the state grew with every lesson I received
through her care. I saved five years of my life by her training, and I am
a more loyal and a better citizen."

Another says this: "I have a better standing in the community than
I could have gained in any other way."

One said: "It has given me a place and an influence among a class of

men whom I could not otherwise reach at all."

Another said: "I am better company for myself, and a better citizen,

with far more practical interest in the state."

Another declares: "It is financially the best investment I ever made."

Problems and Questions"

1. One graduate says: "I saved five years of my life by going to

college." What do you think he means by that? Show how this could

be true.

2. Do the records of the recent war bear out the statement that a col-

lege training increases one's loyalty? Give reasons for your answer.

3. Why does a man with a college training have a better standing in

the community than he would otherwise have?

4. Discuss the statement: "I am better company for myself."

5. Discuss a college education as a "financial investment."

6. Do you think the average earning capacity of college graduates is

greater than the earning capacity of those who have not received this train-

ing? Why? Give examples.

7. Show that this training increases one's chances for success.

8. Show that a college training makes one a better citizen than he

otherwise would be.
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9. Name the men in your ward who have received this training. How
do they stand in the community?

LESSON 11.—WHEN A YOUNG MAN CAN GO ON A MISSION AND GO
TO COLLEGE, WHICH SHOULD HE DO FIRST? (Continued)

In the first lesson we considered some of the advantages
of going to college. In this lesson we shall give some reasons
why a young man should go on a mission before going to col-

lege, if he is called upon to make the choice.

The Latter-day Saints are agreed that a knowledge of God
and the testimony of the divinity of his work are the most im-
portant treasures one can possess.

The Doctrine and Covenants, page one, says: "Faith is the
foundation of all righteousness." Explain what this means.
Is it possible for anyone to be completely successful without
faith? Why? Show that faith in God is the best foundation
upon which to build a life. The history of the Church shows
that a mission promotes faith in God, as no other experience
does.

Discuss the statement: "Without faith it is impossible to

please God." Who would be apt to get the most out of a col-

lege training, a man who had received the experience and de-

velopment of a mission, or one who had not?

For various reasons a mission teaches the great lessons

of sacrifice and service better than they can be taught in col-

lege. Explain the meaning of sacrifice. Give examples of sacri-

fice. Show the necessity of sacrifice in times of war—in times

of peace. Discuss the statement: "Sacrifice brings forth the

blessings of heaven." What is the meaning of service? Give
examples of the highest kind of service. Can an untrained in-

dividual render as high service as one who is better trained?

How does a mission teach these great lessons? What would a

man get out of a missionary experience that he could not obtain

out of college?

Problems and Questions

1. Give three reasons why one should go on a mission before going

to college, when he can make the choice.

2. Who would be apt to get the most out of life, one who has a

college training built on faith in God, or one with this training without this

faith?

3. Discuss a mission as a factor in character building.

4. What is a testimony in the sense used in this lesson? Why would
cue receive this testimony more readily on a mission than in college?

5. Why is this testimony the most important knowledge one can have?

How can it best be obtained?
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LESSON III.—WHAT EFFECT HAS THE MISSIONARY SYSTEM OF
THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS ON THE GENERAL CULTURE

AND PROGRESS OF THE PEOPLE?

In discussing this question we do not hesitate to say that
no other church has such a leveling, elevating system of uni-
versal education as has the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints, in this system.

There are missions established in almost every civilized

country on the globe, to which are sent missionaries who spend
from two to four years living with the people and teaching the

gospel. In many cases it is necessary to learn a foreign language,

and this adds to their intellectual training. In all of these mis-

sions converts are made, many of whom finally gather with the

main body of the Church. This makes the Church a melting-

pot.

The returned missionaries bring with them much valuable

information, which fact makes the Church a great reserve for the

most progressive ideas in almost every field of human endeavor.

Thus the people as a whole become cosmopolitan in character.

Travel is a great factor in education. Young men from

rural communities, who, before leaving home, had scarcely seen

a street car, have filled missions in the great centers of wealth

and population. Men from every walk of life, as a result of

this system, are sent to all parts of the civilized world to define

and explain the plan of life and salvation. A serious study of

the message which they bear would naturally have a powerful

effect in their individual development; add to this, travel, the

contact with the people of the world, and you have the training

and experience that broadens and develops as no other experi-

ence could in the same length of time. This system is a proof

of the inspiration of the Prophet Joseph Smith and of the di-

vinity of the Church.

Questions and Problems

1. Name the missions established in the Church.

2. What territories are embraced within each?

3. Discuss the advantages of learning a foreign language.

4. Have you read the Melting Pot, by Israel Zangwill?

5. What is meant by making the Church a melting pot?

6. Look up the word "cosmopolitan," and see if you think the mis-

sionary system of the Church makes this a cosmopolitan community.

7. Consider the effect of travel on a young man; on the community
in which he lives.

8. How does your home town look after visiting a larger place?

9. Compare intellectually, spiritually, socially, and financially, a com-

munity in which there are no returned missionaries, with one in which

there are a number.
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10. In which place would you prefer to live? Why?
11. Show from the establishment of this missionary system that Joseph

Smith was inspired.

Correlated Outlines on "The Twelve

Scout Laws'
.99

LESSON I.—A SCOUT IS TRUSTWORTHY

For Boys in the Junior Class

This means that a scout can be depended upon to do what he is told
to do, promptly, intelligently, and well—a priceless virtue in boy or man.
Tell the story of "A message to Garcia," (Junior Manual, Lessons on
Conduct, p. 54.) Who carried this message? What did he do when asked
to carry this message? What does the author say concerning him? Do
you think it is true? Give reasons for your answer. Give other examples
in this article to illustrate what the author wishes to teach. Compare
"The Bookkeeper," with the man who carried the message. Discuss the
statement, "Civilization is one long, anxious search for just such individ-
uals." Name some men whom you think could carry the message to
Garcia. Why do you think they could? Tell the siory taken from the
life of James A. Garfield, which illustrates his trustworthiness. Tell the
story of the sentinel of Pompeii. (Page 58, Junior Manual Lessons on
Conduct.)

LESSON II.—A SCOUT IS LOYAL
(See Junior Manual, Lessons on Success, pages 11 to 16.)

Loyalty is defined as the "Wholesouled, willing, and practical devo-
tion of a person to a cause."

Analyze this definition, show that it must be wholesouled, willing,
practical.

Relate the circumstances which occurred in the English House of

Commons, in 1642. Page 12. What does this illustrate?

Show that all great men have been devoted to great causes. To what
was Washington devoted? Lincoln, Roosevelt, Joseph Smith? Show that

the life of Christ is the greatest example of loyalty.

Name some of the great problems before the American people to-

day. How would the application of the principle of loyalty help in the
solution of these problems?

Give some examples of loyalty that occurred during the recent war.
How can loyalty be developed?

LESSON III.—A SCOUT IS HELPFUL
"He must be prepared at any time to save life, help injured persons,

and share the home duties. He must do at least one good turn to some-
body every day."

Everybody loves the boy who says, "Let me help you." The world
has a place for him. This is practical religion. Tell the following stories:

"His old father satisfied." "A reward for unselfish services." "The hero
of the wireless." "Died to save his brothers and sisters." See Lessons

on Conduct, Junior manual, pages 7 to 9.

Compare what the Savior did for others, with what others did for him.

Give ten examples showing that scouts are helpful. Give five ways in

which scouts may be helpful. Discuss the statement: "It is better to

give than to receive." How do you feel after helping others?



Old Timpanogos

By Elmer W . Pratt, Scoutmaster

"Old Timp" is high and rugged. It is one of nature's best

examples of sturdy strength. Like a huge sentinel, it towers

many thousand feet above the beautiful Utah Valley, and seems

to keep a divine watch over the prosperous community below.

This mountain, with its wild beauty unchanged by human hands,

was the source of attraction to a troop of Boy Scouts on their

first annual outing, July 17, 1919.

There were twenty-three husky representatives of the Lin-

Left: Those who made the trip. Right: Scoutmaster Pratt and Assistant

John Baxter at the camp at Aspen Grove

don second ward, Alpine stake. They were accompanied by ten

young ladies, members of the Veyo Bee-Hive Swarm of the same

ward.

The trip was made under the direction of Scoutmaster Elmer

W. Pratt.

Early on the morning of the first day, the party, with three

wagon-loads of food and camping equipment, went up Provo

Canyon to Wildwood, and thence proceeded up North Fork.

Here the road was steep and rocky, and it was only through

much effort that Aspen Grove was finally reached. A camp

was soon established and supper was heartily enjoyed by every-

one, i
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No bears were seen, but some wonderful bear stories were
told around the campfire that night.

The next morning at sunrise, there was a string of boys and
girls in single file climbing the steep trail which kd to the
summit of Mt. Timpanogas. Terrace after terrace was climbed,
until a large flat was reached near the top of the mountain. Here

Top: the party climbing the glacier

Bottom: the lake taken from the glacier above
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was a lake, clear and cold. Its banks were covered with a pro-

fusion of red, white, and blue flowers.

After lunch, the climb was continued around the lake and
up across the glacier which formed the bank on the upper side,

thence along a narrow trail to the highest peak.

From there, many cities and towns could be seen. The
valley below was like a huge checker-board, each farm being a

square. Utah lake appeared as a large pond; and the automo-

Left : a part of the glacier looking up from the lake
Right: "Timpanogos" taken from the saddle

biles on the roads, looked like so many ants. It was an inspira-

tion. It was worth the effort which had been put forth.

A slide down the glacier, a snowball fight, a long, long trail,

supper and bed, are events of the return to camp.
The next day, all returned home, each having had instilled

in his heart, in his mind, and in his physical being, two great

principles: that of resourcefulness, and that of overcoming ob-

stacles; and the knowledge that for each obstacle overcome,
there is a reward.

Lindon, Utah



ADAM S. BENNION, A. M.

Whose appointment recently to the Superintendence of the Church Schools,
marks an epoch in the progress of these important educational insti-

tutions.

New Head of Church Schools

Professor Adam S. Bennion, one of the leading educators

of the state, who was appointed superintendent of the Latter-

day Saints Church school system on July 1, 1919, was born at

Taylorsville, Salt Lake county, December 2, 1886. His father

died when the boy was only two years old, and his training,

therefore, devolved upon his mother, Mary Ann Bennion, to

whose tender love and devoted sacrifice, he says, he owes his
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all. Through her inspiration, young Bennion was prompted
to travel eleven miles to and from the University of Utah, for
seven years while a student there. During the worst weather,
he was taken to the car at Murray, in the morning, and met there
at night, so as not to miss a day's schooling, but generally he
walked the two miles to the car line. In this way persever-
ance and punctuality were vividly impressed upon his mind.

Elder Bennion has the advantages of a thorough education.
He first attended the public schools of Salt Lake county, and
then passed through the high school, and afterwards studied
in the University of Utah, where he received the degree of A.
B. in 1908. In 1912, he obtained the degree of A. M. at the
Columbia University, New York. During the summer of 1916,
he studied in Chicago, and during 1917-18 he attended the Uni-
versity of Utah Law School, while doing work as a teacher in

the University. He has also taken a correspondence course in

business administration, from the Lasalle University.

Elder Bennion has filled several positions in the Church.
From 1904 to 1907 he was a member of the superintendency
of the Taylorsville Sunday school, and teacher in the Y. M. M.
I. A. From 1907 to 1915, except during the time he spent in

the East, he served in the superintendency of the Granite stake

Sunday schools.

In 1915, he became a member of the General Board of the

Deseret Sunday School Union, and in 1919, of the General
Board of Religion classes. He has also had a wonderful ex-

perience as a teacher. From 1908 to 1911, he was connected

with the Latter-day Saints high school, and the following five

years, was principal of the Granite high school. From 1917 to

1919 he served as assistant professor of English at the Univer-

sity of Utah.
Elder Bennion, while a teacher in the Latter-day Saints

University, married Minerva Young, a charming daughter of

General and Mrs. Richard W. Young. They have been blessed

with three winsome children, Phyllis, Adam, and Richard.

The literature of Utah has been enriched with several con-

tributions from Professor Bennion's facile pen. The best known
of these is, What It Means to be a "Mormon."

No doubt the services of Elder Bennion will result in great

advancement to the Church schools, and his many friends, and

the Saints generally wish him joy and satisfaction in the import-

ant work before him, in all of which the editors of the Era

heartily join.



Fallen, but he shall Rise Again
Man has Stooped to Conquer

By James E. Talmage, of the Council of the Twelve

Man is a dual being, a composite of physical and spiritual

organisms, a union of body and spirit. That anyone really be-
lieves himself to be nothing but a body of flesh, bones, and
other material tissues, is questionable. Even the observations
and deductions of science, to say nothing of the definite word
of revealed truth, demonstrate the presence of an animate en-

tity in the person, which, while in most intimate association and
complete interpenetration with the bodily tissues, is nevertheless

distinct therefrom. That living something is the spirit, which
existed as an intelligent being before the body was begotten,

and which shall live on after the corporeal structure has gone to

decay.

Some hold the individual to be a triune being—a combina-
tion of body, spirit and mind; though the mind is more con-

sistently to be regarded as one of the distinctive attributes or

qualities of the spirit. Certainly when the spirit leaves the

body the mind goes with it. The spirit and the body are united

in the soul, which is therefore the complete living being: "And
the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became
a living soul." (Gen. 2:7; see also Pearl of Great Price, p. 12).

"And the spirit and the body is the soul of man." (Doctrine

and Covenants 88.)

Attempts have been made to show that the present state

of man is the culmination of a long course of development,

higher forms having been evolved from inferior progenitors.

Undoubtedly much that is classed under the current title, Evolu-

tion, is true. That part which comprises facts is true; and with

equal assurance be it said that much of the theory of evolution-

ists is error. Evolution as applied to the study of man takes

principal cognizance of the body, and at most of body and mind.

The evolution of man will never be understood so long as we
ignore the spiritual being, for whom the mortal body is but a

temporary tenement.

That the soul has never fallen—that the scriptural account

of Adam's transgression whereby man, once immune to death,

became mortal, is but myth and fable—is the devil's doctrine.

The satanic propaganda in support of this has been cunningly

devised and agressively waged with the sinister purpose of hav-

ing men believe that there is no need of a Savior, and that the

conception of the redemption of mankind is at best but a

theologic supposition.

To bring men to m *Wial of the Christ and have them spurn
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the efficacy of the Atonement is a passing triumph for Satan and
his hosts. Many are easily led into this snare of delusion and
falsehood by pandering to their sinful propensities, whereby
they become blind and deaf to all things spiritual and have in-

terest only in the world, the flesh and the devil. Others are just

as surely inveigled by the veiled fallacies of philosophy mis-

named and "science falsely so called."

As the posterity of Adam and Eve became numerous, evil

inclinations developed, and the cause is thus made plain: "And
Satan came among them, saying: I am also a son of God; and
he commanded them, saying: Believe it not; and they believed it

not, and they loved Satan more than God. And men began
from that time forth to be carnal, sensual, and devilish.'" (Pearl

of Great Price, p. 21).

Alma the prophet, commenting upon the fact of this, declen-

sion, said of the race: "Therefore as they had become carnal,

sensual, and devilish, by nature, this probationary state became
a state for them to prepare; it became a preparatory state."

(Book of Mormon, Alma 42).

In a later revelation given through Joseph Smith, the first

prophet of the last dispensation, the subject is set forth more
fully: "We know that there is a God in heaven, who is infinite

and eternal, from everlasting to everlasting the same unchange-
able God, the framer of heaven and earth, and all things which
are in them. And that he created man, male and female, after

his own image and in his own likeness created he them; and gave
unto them commandments that they should love and serve him,
the only living and true God, and that he should be the only
being whom they should worship. But by the transgression

of these holy laws, man became sensual and devilish, and became
fallen man. Wherefore the Almighty God gave his Only Begot-

ten Son, as it is written in those Scriptures which have been
given of him. He suffered temptations but gave no heed unto
them; he was crucified, died and rose again the third day, and
ascended into heaven, to sit down on the right hand of the

Father, to reign with almighty power according to the will of
the Father: That as many as would believe and be baptized in

his holy name, and endure in faith to the end, should be saved"
(Doctrine and Covenants 20).

Thus, though man is in a fallen condition as a mortal, he
may rise again; and through obedience to the word and will of

his Maker may surpass the status of opportunity and power
which he held prior to his embodiment. But to this high plane

man cannot lift himself. Only by laying hold on the advantages

provided through the Lord's sacrificial Atonement, can man at-

tain salvation and the immeasurable possibilities of exaltation

in the Kingdom of Heaven.



Outlines for Scout Workers

By Delbert W. Parratt, B. S., Manager Utah State Fair

XXX. The American Avocet

Nature, the old nurse, took
The child upon her knee,

Saying: "Here is a story book
Thy Father has written for thee."

"Come, wander with me," she said,

Into regions yet untrod,

And read what is yet unread
In the manuscripts of God."

And he wandered away and away
With Nature, the dear old nurse,

Who sang to him night and day
The rhymes of the universe.

And whenever the way seemed long,

Or his heart began to fail,

She would sing him a more wonderful song,

Or tell him a more marvelous tale.—Henry W . Longfellow

Give two names for this bird.

Where in our country is it found? Where in our valley? When
1.

2.

here?
3. Tell of size, color, and marking

female in these respects.

4. In what sort of habitat is the avocet found?
the bird to indicate this?

Distinguish between male and

What is there about
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5. Where, when, and of what is the nest made? Give number and

color of eggs.

6. Of what does the food consist and how is the bird adapted to pro-

cure it?

7. Describe the .avocet's flight.

8. Tell of its "song."

9. Distinguish this bird from all other shore birds.

10. Should it be protected? Give at least two reasons for your answer.
I

Handy Material

"Nature never made anything altogether awkward. Even stilts and
chop-sticks are graceful when fashioned in the great workshop. The chop-

sticks in this case are delicately curved and skillfully handled, while the

stilts support their owner most jauntily at a height of seven or eight inches

above the ground. These unique implements belong to a soft-plumaged,

dove-eyed creature which the pioneers knew well, but which is now almost

extinct within our borders: the American avocet."

—

William L. Dawson.

The avocet, on account of his long, blue legs, is often called

the blue stocking. He measures from fifteen to twenty inches in

length, and is found in considerable numbers along the alkaline

lakes in the western parts of our valley.

During breeding season his head and neck are of salmon-
pink, but at other times they are of beautiful white. At all sea-

sons, his under parts and back are white, with the exception of a

contrastive dark grayish V-shaped patch running down the in-

ner edges of his wings and meeting in the center of his back.

Like patches of dark cover most of his wings, while his long
outer wing feathers are of striking, glossy black.

The male avocet is somewhat larger than the female and
his color markings are a little more pronounced; however, these

differences are not so great as with most of "the feather friends"

of our western country.

The long, slender bill is so flexible that it can be twisted

around one's finger, and so elastic that it will spring back into

normal shape when released. With its slight upward turn, Mr.
Avocet is enabled to plow in finding worms, bugs, and the like

in soft mud along shallow waters with surprising ease and dex-

terity. In this, he does not plow or dabble at random, but fol-

lows clues first detected by his keen eyes. Exposed prey is

snatched with great agility, and passed down the long bill by a

quick advance thrust of the head.

Much of the avocet's dabbling is done at considerable depth
under water. In this he tips up much after the manner of our
river ducks, but shows only the tail and rump, the legs being
needed under water to maintain the vertical balance. While
thus dabbling in the soft ooze, the water, of course, becomes
exceedingly disturbed and murky and in consequence the avocet

is obliged to depend upon the sensitiveness of his bill rather
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than upon the keennes of his vision for the catching of desired
prey.

"These birds are not only waders, but swimmers and flyers as well,
and they show little preference among these modes of activity. If you
approach a little too' closely a wading avocet, he may walk off with digni-
fied carelessness; and if the retreating bottom takes him beyong his depth,
he is instantly at ease upon the water and swims off, duck-fashion, with
keel held low in front, now glancing at you over one shoulder and now over
the other. Or else, either from land or water, he takes quickly to wing,
letting the long legs first dangle and then straighten out behind him as he
progresses. Rising is thus a bit awkward, and in settling also the legs must
first be brought forward to engage the surface of reef or pool before the
wing motion ceases. In flight the motion may be either fairly rapid or
quite leisurely, according to whether the bird is frightened or merely
curious; while at sailing he is a past master, the neck and bill being
outstretched to fullest capacity to offset the long rudder of the legs."

The avocet is a very noisy fellow, and is not at all modest
in making his presence known to persons venturing into his
breeding grounds. His noise consists mainly of simple "crick-

crik-crik-crik or creek-creek-creek" cries given in shrill pitches
and resembling somewhat the softer and more musical notes of

the curlew.

May and early June are the breeding monrhs. One brood
of fluffy, white chicks is reared each year. In case the first nest
is destroyed the birds build the second and begin anew with the
determination of succeeding in hatching and rearing the nest of

young. When first out of the shell, the young are able to run
and swim from danger and in quest of food in a manner that is

positively surprising.

As a rule the nest is simply a depression in the damp soil,

lined with a limited supply of sticks and grasses. At times it

is built upon mounds in the water and at others upon tall grasses

in areas that have been flooded. Ordinarly four brown-buff or

olive eggs, spotted and blotched with black and brown, are

found in the nest. During some seasons, eggs bearing spots are

found in the greater number, while during others, those with

blotches predominate.

Avocets are adepts in clever trickery when protecting eggs

or young. If danger is afield the anxious bird hurries from the

nest, feigns cripple, flutters, flounders, and sets up a most plain-

tive cry in order to attract attention toward him and con-

sequently away from the nest. One bird student in referring

to the avocet's ruee writes as follows:

With a splendid light and well equipped for photograph apprecia-

tion, we put the canoe against a tiny reef upon which we saw a nest with

three eggs. The mother bird had flushed at a hundred yards, but seeing

our position, she flew toward us and dropped into the water some fifty

feet away. Here she lifted a black wing in §imula.U<Mi of maimed stiff-
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ness and flopped and floundered away with the aid of the other one. See-

ing that the ruse failed, she ventured nearer and repeated the experiment,

lifting now one wing and now both, in token of utter helplessness. After

awhile the male joined her, and we had the painful spectacle of a crippled

family whose members were uttering most doleful cries of distress, neces-

sitated apparently by their numerous aches and breaks.

Once, for experiment's sake, we followed, and the waders flopped along

in manifest delight, coaxing us up on shore and making off through the

sagebrush with broken legs and useless wings. But we came back, finding

it better to let the birds make the advances. Mr. Bowles hit upon the

scheme of splashing gently in the water, and it served admirably to excite

the birds and make them reckless. And the click, click of the camera
was sweeter music to our ears than the explosion of death-dealing cart-

ridges before a band of elk.

The birds were driven to the very limit of frenzy, dancing, wing-trail-

ing, swaying, going through last convulsions and beginning over again

without regard to logical sequence, all in an agony of effort to divert

attention from those precious eggs. It may seem cruel to have harassed

them so, but we were sustained by the integrity of our purpose, which was
not robbery but snap-shottery, and we neglected no opportunity to work
upon their feelings. Neighbors came up and looked on sympathetically or
joined in the clamor.

As time elasped, however, the color of the play changed. Finding
that the appeal to cupidity was of no avail, the birds appeared to fall back
upon the appeal to pity. Decoying was useless, that was plain; so they
stood with upraised wings quivering and moaning in tenderest supplication.

It was too much even for conscious rectitude, and we withdrew abashed.

The avooet is found pretty much throughout the temperate
stretches of western North America. His cheery presence adds
much to the desolate prairie lakes of these parts and his graceful

flight, his piercing "crick, crick" call, and charming plumage, are

always pleasantly associated with interesting bird experiences
in the western half of Salt Lake Valley, the favorite breeding
place of this charming long-legged wader.



Blint Compton's Change of Heart

By Ezra J. Poulsen

Blint Compton leaned on the fence rail, and surveyed the

evidences of his bounteous harvest with a feeling of complacent
satisfaction. The last sheaf of golden grain was in the stack,

and the huge alfalfa ricks were topped off in lurid green, and
emitted a sweet odor, which daintily suggested to the expe-

rienced senses of the farmer that the hay was safely stacked for

the season. Down on the meadow the cattle were browsing
lazily in the autumn sunshine, and flocks of chickens and tur-

keys, together with a drove of grunting pigs, were roaming leis-

urely about the barn-yard, or industriously digging in the litter

around the stack. At the big stone watering trough, just in-

side the corral fence, the work horses lingered in complete com-

fort, sipping occasional draughts of the cool water, and casting

wide-eyed, askant glances at their master. Blint Compton's

heart grew exultant over the prosperous tranquility about him.

Probably he felt a little like a king gloating over his possessions.

"By George, it's been a perty good year, after all," he so-

liloquized. And his eyes roved off down the valley, dressed in

its patchwork of greens and golden browns. It was not the sur-

passing beauty, but the evident prosperity that appealed to his

practical mind, yet it could not be said in truth that Farmer

Compton was devoid of appreciation for natural beauty. It was

merely that his viewpoint was utilitarian, rather than aesthetic.

"Yep, the crops are good," he ruminated. "But it takes

'em all for expenses." The latter was but a mental reserva-

tion, which even the dog, looking wisely at his master, failed to

hear. But as Blint Compton himself knew, it was not a mere

passing thought; it was a firm conviction. Of all things that

hurt him, the thought of giving up anything—even a part-

hurt him worst.

Turning, the lone meditator saw his own farmhouse, large

and comfortable, standing beyond the orchard, thinly veiled in

the autumn haze. Immediately visions of old struggles and as-

sociations, the joy and pathos of a lifetime, flitted across the

field of his consciousness, then passed into oblivion as quickly

as they came. . „ .

"Taxes, interest, machinery, donations, tithing, tie re-

peated mechanically. "Tithing," the word seemed a stumbling
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block, standing erect in the trail of his thought associations.
"Nothin' but a tax and a mighty high one."

Mr. Blint Compton was very much like other men in that
he could easily convince himself with his own arguments, so
it naturally followed that he proceeded to clinch the foregoing
proposition with a few sledge hammer blows of reasoning. And
it was settled conclusively, so far as he was concerned, that tith-

ing is a mighty high tax; therefore, an unjust one.
As he moved about, caring for the animals, and doing other

little tasks, more for the joy of doing them than from necessity,

be continued to philosophize, and finally concluded that it

would be all right if the "tax" was no tall paid, inasmuch as it

had the extreme advantage of being a voluntary one.

"I believe in tithin' all right," he thought, by way of self-

justification, "but I don't believe a feller ought to take the tenth
part of it too literally. Then some insidious little devil pro-
voked him to a conclusion still another step from the truth.

"There's such a thing as being too good," he murmured, with
an ever-so-slight pinch of conscience.

The sun began to tilt toward the big blue mountains across

the valley; and then slowly the shadows began to gather, first

in little pools among the crags, then in jagged promontories
that jutted out from the base of the range. A bald eagle cir-

cled above, and a chattering company of blackbirds lit in a near-

by tree. Compton, with half closed eyes, allowed the delight-

ful impressions to soothe his passive senses; yet he was not

stirred to a realization of the beauty and harmony of the great

panorama of life and earth.

"Well, Steve," he said drowsily, "Let's git the cows." The
dog responded heartily, and trotted ahead toward the meadows.
Before many minutes had passed, the slow herd was struggling

up toward the corral, with Steve and his master leisurely fol-

lowing; and again the man was indulging in the prognostica-

tion of the high cost of farming. Nearing the barnyard, he was
awakened from his reverie by the merry sounds of childish

laughter. Instantly his attention was riveted on the path that

led through the orchard from the house.

"Hello, Daddy," cried a happy, shrill voice, as a scamper-

ing, white-stockinged, golden-haired formv in delicate pink
frock, shot into view.

Automatically the farmer's face brightened; it always

brightened at the appearance of little Donetta, whose curls

and laughing eyes were often said to be the keys to her father's

heart.

"Why, hello, Chick," greeted Blint Compton, as he stood

stark still and waited for the little enchantress, while Steve

trotted forward to escort the little lady.
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"Why didn't you let me go with you to the pasture?" ques-
tioned the fair Donetta breathlessly, as she put her little white
hand into her father's big brown one, and walked soberly by
his side.

"Didn't know you wanted to."

"Oh, yes, I did; but I just got home from religion class,

and mamma made me change my dress."

"What did you learn today?" he questioned, with parental
interest.

"Um-m, lots of things."

"Lots of things? How many lots?"

"Heaps." And the little tomboy began to swing back
and forth, using her father's arm for the rope.

"Golly, yer gettin' heavy, Chick," he said fondly.

She subsided; then suddenly with a quick flash of her blue
eyes upward, she said demurely, "I learned something good
today." Then swing she went again, and the big man had to

brace himself to prevent her wriggling little body from pulling

him over.

"Something good," he repeated.

"Uh-huh."
"What?"
"About castin' your bread on the waters, and havin' it

come back to you, after a long time. A man in the Bible said

that, and teacher says it means to do all kinds of good things,

like helping others, and payin' yer tithing. She told us about

a man that was robbed and beaten when he was going to Jeri-

cho, until he was nearly dead. After awhile a priest came along

and didn't help him; then a Levite passed and didn't help

him either; but a Samaritan came and took the man to town

and dressed his wounds, and paid the inn keeper to give the

poor man some food. That was helpin' others, wasn't it, papa?"
concluded the little preacher.

"Yes, indeed," was the mild reply.

"Dont y'ou think that was a good lesson?" queried the

little one.

"A fine lesson," said the father fervently, as the force of

it began to take hold of his mind. There was a long silence,

and it seemed to Blint Compton that his brain had been short

circuited, so he could not think, yet he did think. He won-

dered how he had forgotten that tithing was used to help

others.

Mechanically he dropped the bars, and let the cows pass

into the corral. At once there was a loud greeting from the

calves in the pen, and the bovine mothers answered lustily.

Little Donetta was interested in the demonstration of filial
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relationship. "Papa," she exclaimed innocently, "do cows love
their calves very much?"

"Yes, they seem to."

"All things love, don't they?"
"Uh-huh."
"Papa, teacher said 'God is love, and we ought to be like

Him.' And she says payin' tithin' and offerings, and being good
to everybody else are ways of being like him."

Blint Compton laughed weakly. His well-thought-out con-
clusions of an hour previous were suddenly distasteful, and he
grew aware of an awakening to the folly of his thoughts.

"Well, Chick, you're a wonderful little philosopher," he
said, with emotion; and, stooping down, he gathered his angelic

dauhgter in his arms, and held her tight.

The supper bell rang, and together father and daughter fol-

lowed the orchard trail toward the house. A great change had
come over him, a softening of the heart that made him feel

that, out of my abundance it is a joy to give. "Surely," he
thought, "it is a truth that 'a little child shall lead them.'

"

Nephi, Utah



A Saying of Joseph Smith

By William Halls

"A man cannot be saved in ignorance."
"A man is saved no faster than he gains knowledge."
Let us see how these sayings bear the test of experience

and reason. Before a man can do a thing well, he must know
how. It matters not how earnest a farmer is in his labors, his

success mainly depends on his knowledge. To be a successful

ranchman, one must know the nature of the soil in his locality,

and its adaptations; must forecast demands for its products; he
must know climatic conditions and their effects, must know
when to sow, when and how much to irrigate, how to conserve
and increase the fertility of his soil, know the weeds and living

pests with which he must contend; the nature and use of ani-

mals; how to select, breed up, and care for horses, cattle, sheep,

and swine; the diseases and the dangers they are subject to;

and, to safeguard them, how to select, operate and keep in

repair, his farm implements and machinery. In planting an
orchard, he must know the fruit that the climate and soil are

adapted for; a mistake in choosing his trees may cause him
years of failure and disappointment.

Our agricultural colleges should be encouraged, for the

products and conservation of the soil and the care of animals

are the first essentials of a nation's prosperity. That which is

true in farming, is true in all the activities of life; ignorance

means failure, knowledge, success.

As it is in temporal, so it is in spiritual things. Jesus said,

"This is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true

God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent." We may know
the Father and the Son, by becoming like them ; to dwell in their

presence and partake of their glory, we must be like them.

We are the children of God, and all the attributes dwell-

ing in the Father and the Son are inherent in us, and as rapidly

as these are developed by exercise, we become like the Father

and the Son, and just so far we know them. When a man, by
faithful obedience to the gospel, is born of water and of the

Spirit, he passes from death into life; old things pass away, all

things become new. Unconscious of time, he sees things in

their eternal relationship. The love that dwells in the Father

and the Son awakens in his soul; he will obey the Word of
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Wisdom, pay his tithes, and keep holy the Sabbath day. He
will put away pride, vanity, and all extravagance, live within
his means, pay all his debts, and be honest with all men. He
will seek knowledge by faith and prayer, and by earnest, dili-

gent study of the scriptures, and other good books. After prov-

ing himself worthy, he is called and ordained to the Priesthood,

he is willing to leave his home and friends, and go and spend
his time, labor and means to call men to repentance that they

may receive the knowledge he has, and rejoice with him. Then
his heart turns to his fathers who have died in darkness, not

having heard the gospel in the flesh. That they may have the

privilege of receiving the blessings he possesses, he is willing to

go and give his time, labor and means as a Savior on Mount
Zion, in the temple, in their behalf. In this work he not only

feels the approval of the Father and the Son, but the love that

radiates from the souls of his fathers on seeing his devotion in

their behalf, fills him with a joy that all the wealth, pleasures,

and honors of the world could not buy. He doesn't fear to

die; to him death has no sting; he knows if he continues faith-

ful, until the time comes for him to pass away, that he will

meet his dead, for whom he has labored, and that with them,
through the atonement of Christ, he will come forth in the resur-

rection of the just. His wife and children, who are sealed and
given to him for time and eternity, will come forth with him
and receive eternal life. Jesus said, "He that will do the will

of the Father, shall know of the doctrine." When a man is

converted and has received the ordinances of the gospel and
the Priesthood by divine authority, and labors with an eye
single to the glory of God for his own salvation and for others,

both living and dead, he knows his labors are accepted.

When the Church was organized, the first men called to

the priesthood may have been illiterate; for the learned, as a

rule, would not listen to the message of Joseph Smith; and the
first elders sent out were of the former class; but after being
out some time, as others were found to take their places, they
were called home, schools were established, and they were
commanded to seek knowledge from every source available, that

they might become more efficient missionaries; no man was
above the sphere of his knowledge. An illiterate missionary
is handicapped, he cannot teach what he does not know, nor
give what he has not received; an elder is sent not to be taught,

but to teach; he cannot operate beyond the bounds of his

knowledge; all experience verifies the truth of the sayings of

Joseph Smith: "A man cannot be saved in ignorance." "A man
is saved no faster than he gains knowledge."

Mancos, Colorado



The Priesthood : its Power and Authority

By James G. Duffin

Whenever the Lord has given a dispensation of the gospel to
man, he has had an organization through which his work could
be carried on in a systematic and orderly manner. This organ-
ization is called his Church. The membership of the Church is

made up of those who, through obedience to sacred ordinances,
have taken upon themeelves the name of the Lord.

Not only has the Lord organized his Church, through the in-

strumentality of divinely apointed men, but he has given them
authority to act for him and to administer in his holy name.
This divine authority is called Priesthood.

Priesthood, then, is authority given of God unto men to act
for him and in his stead; and those who hold the keys thereof
have the power to "seal on earth and it will be sealed in
the eternal heavens, to loose on earth and it will be loosed
in heaven," the authority by which sacred ordinances are ad-
ministered for both the living and the dead, the power and
authority by which the Church is governed in things both spirit-

ual and temporal. All of which is for the purpose of bringing
the children of our Father back into his presence, clean, and in

honor, where they may continue lives of usefulness, with joy
and satisfaction, saved beings, forever and forever.

As a man is a dual personality—a spirit and a body

—

God's plan provides for the development of every power and at-

tribute of his being, whether it pertains to his spiritual or his

temporal welfare. It is therefore provided, pertaining to the

agents who hold this Priesthood, and who, as a body, are also

known as the priesthood of the Church: "There are, in the

Church, two priesthoods, namely, the Melchizedek and the Aar-

onic, including the Levitical." * * * "The Melchizedek priesthood

holds the right of presidency, and has power and authority over

all the offices in the Church in all ages of the world, to adminis-

ter in spiritual things." * * * "The power and authority of the

higher or Melchizedek priesthood is to hold the keys of all the

spiritual blessings of the Church

—

"To have the privilege of receiving the mysteries of the

kingdom of heaven—to have the heavens opened unto them—to

commune with the general assembly and church of the first
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born, and to enjoy the communion and presence of God the

Father, and Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant." (Doc. &
Cov. 107:1-8; 18-19.)

It is further provided: "And this greater priesthood admin-
istereth the gospel and holdeth the key of the mysteries of the

kingdom even he key of the knowledge of God;

"Therefore, in the ordinances thereof, the power of godliness

is manifest, and without the ordinances thereof, and the au-

thority of the priesthood, the power of godliness is not manifest
unto men in the flesh; for without this no man can see the face

of God, even the Father and live." ( Doc. & Cov., 84 : 19-22.

)

The offices growing out of or belonging to this first or Mel-

chizedek priesthood are: elder, seventy, high priest, patriarch,

apostle. The priesthood (or authority) is one and inseparable,

but the duties of the various officers in the offices of the priest-

hood, are limited as to the scope of their several callings. For
instance, the "duty of the president of the office of the high
priesthood is to preside over the whole Church, and to be like

unto Moses," * * * "to be a seer, a revelator, a translator,

and-a prophet, having all the gifts of God which he bestows upon
the head of the Church." He also has the "right to officiate in

all the offices of the Church," (Doc. & Cov., 107:91; 92:9) and
holds the keys of the holy Priesthood (132:7; 81:2), the right to

receive the voice of the Lord for the whole Church; in connec-
tion with his counselors to direct in all of its activities; to give

and to withdraw authority, as wisdom and the Spirit of the

Lord may direct. The duties of all other officers in the Church
are limited by the revelations of the Lord to the duties of their

special callings, as before stated.

The Aaronic priesthood has power and authority "to hold
the keys of the ministering of angels, and to administer in out-

ward ordinances, the letter of the gospel—the baptism of re-

pentance for the remission of sins, agreeable to the covenants

and commandments," and in "administering all temporal
things." (Doc. & Cov., 107:20; 68.) The offices of this priest-

hood are deacon, teacher, priest. "The bishopric is the presi-

dency of this priesthood and holds the keys or authority of the

same." (Doc. & Cov., 107:15.) While this is true, the prin-

ciple must not be lost sight of that the presidency of the high
priesthood presides over all the offices in the Church and all the
officers thereof. Were this not so, it can readily be seen there

might be confusion in the Church, for there would be two heads
holding equal authority. (Doc. & Cov. 107:8-9; 65-68.) The office

of bishop is a "necessary appendage belonging: unto the high
priesthood." (Doc. & Cov., 84:29.)

"Behold mine house is a house of order, saith the Lord
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God, and not a house of confusion." In the Church there are
certain well denned principles which, if understood and adhered
to, will prevent members of the Church from being deceived or
led into error with regard to doctrine or Church policy. Every
member of the Church has a perfect right to receive the inspira-

tion of the Holy Spirit to guide him in the management of his

own affairs. Presiding officers are entitled to the keys of their

presidency—the right to know the mind and will of the Lord
concerning that branch of the work over which they are called

to preside. Should any question arise in a quorum of the priest-

hood strictly pertaining to that quorum, the presidency of the

quorum has full power and authority to decide the question and
determine what should be done in the matter. The bishopric of

a ward, the presidency of a stake and high council, or any other

council in the Church that has been given jurisdiction over any

department of the work of the Lord, has full and complete au-

thority to set in order and regulate the affairs of that particular

part of the work over which they have been called to preside.

(Doc. & Cov., 107:36; also verses 72-75.)

But matters often arise of such far-reaching consequences

that they affect the whole Church. In such cases they come,

properly, before the presiding council or quorum of the Church

for settlement. When this council, which is the presidency of

the Church, or in other words, the presidency of the high priest-

hood, unitedly renders its decision, it is "entitled to the same

blessings which the decisions of a quorum of three presidents

were anciently," and if accepted by the members of the Church

and carried out in their lives will bring blessings unto them.

The writer is aware that claim has been made that presiding

bodies holding the priesthood have rendered decisions that were

unjust, and have been given in a harsh and arbitrary manner;

that they have ridden "rough shod" over the rights of their fel-

low members of the Church, in both spiritual and temporal af-

fairs, using this God-given authority for selfish and unholy pur-

poses. The truth or untruth of these claims it is not our

intention to discuss, but should there have been such violations

of divine authority, the fault has not been in the order God

has established, but in those holding the official position.

Should any individual or body of men in the Church act m any

such manner they would be acting in direct opposition to the

revelation of the Lord concerning the exercise of the authority

they hold. The Priesthood (or agency, or authority of God, the

men or body of men chosen a priesthood to exercise that author-

ity) is God-given, and those who attempt to exercise its authority

in any manner contrary to the laws of God, place themselves

in a most dangerous position before him. Following is the law
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for the direction of the quorums of the priesthood in making
their decisions:

"And every decision made by either of these quorume, must be by the

unanimous voice of the same; that is, every member in each quorum must
he agreed to its decisions, in order to make their decisions of the same power
or validity one with the other.

"(A majority may form a quorum, when circumstances render it im-

possible to be otherwise.)

"Unless this is the case, their decisions are not entitled to the same
blessings which the decisions of a quorum of three presidents were anciently,

who were ordained after the order of Melchizedek, and were righteous and
holy men.

"The decisions of these quorums, or either of them, are to be made in

all righteousness, in holiness, and lowliness of heart, meekness and long-

suffering, and in faith, and virtue, and knowledge, temperance, patience,

godliness, brotherly kindness and charity;

"Because the promise is, if these things abound in them, they shall not
be unfruitful in the knowledge of the Lord." (Doc. & Cov. 107:27.31.)

In other words, when quorums of the priesthood sit in coun-
cil concerning any matter pertaining to the work of the Lord, or

sit in judgment upon any member of the Church, and their de-

cisions are rendered according to this revelation and in the spirit

of it, their decisions have the same force and power as if God had
spoken himself.

But should these councils of the priesthood attempt to exer-

cise authority "in any degree of unrighteousness, behold, the

heavens withdraw themselves; the Spirit of the Lord is grieved;

and when withdrawn, Amen to the priesthood or the authority of

that man. Behold! ere he is aware, he is left unto himself, to

kick against the pricks; to persecute the Saints, and to fight

against God." (Doc. & Cov., 121:37-38.) For it is provided:

"No power or influence can or ought to be maintained bv virtue

of the Priesthood, only by persuasion, by long suffering, by
gentleness, and meekness and by love unfeigned; by kindness
and pure knowledge, which shall greatly enlarge the soul with-

out hyprocisy, and without guile." (Verses 41, 42.)

Again, if a decision of the priesthood is rendered, and
thought to be unjust, has the one who feels himself aggrieved

thereby no recourse in the Church courts or councils? The an-

swer to this is that ample provision is made for appeal, even to

the court of last resort, should the case warrant it. No member
of the Church is debarred from this privilege, as no member of

the Church is exempt from the operation of the law of the

Church, no matter what his position may be.

A fundamental principle of jurisprudence is that after

every resource provided in the law for the adjudication of a

case has been exhausted, decision of the court of last resort

should be peaceably submitted to. Only upon this attitude of
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the citizenship of a state, can stability in government be main-
tained. This principle holds equally good in the government of

the Church.

As the rights of members of the Church are so carefully

safeguarded against unjust exercise of divine authority, so those

who have appealed to divine authority for redress ot grievances,

fancied or real, owe a duty to God and to their fellow members
to submit to these decisions of the quorums of the priesthood.

This should not be blind obedience, nor is it required. It takes

as much intelligence, nay more, to submit to rightful authority,

as it does to oppose it. The truth is that blind obedience, so

called, is abhorrent to the finer sensibilities of righteous men
holding the holy Priesthood.

Priesthood is given to be exercised, to save not to destroy,

to exalt not to debase, to develop intelligence in men not ignor-

ance, to bless not to curse, and while decisions of bodies of men
holding the Priesthood in some instances might be opposed to

the views and feelings of members of the Church, if they are

complied with in the spirit by which these decisions are given,

they will bring blessings and salvation, which after all is the pur-

pose for which priesthood is conferred upon man.

Salt Lake City

A Tribute to the Dog

When members of the Grand Army of Liberty gather together in future

years, dogs that served in the war should be saved a warm place by the fire,

for they, too, are veterans. Here is a tribute to our friend, the dog, that

deserves a place beside the words of Senator Vest:

In Johnston, N. Y., Dr. J. Aspinwall McCuaig, a Scotch-Canadian, was

recently addressing a great audience assembled in one of the theatres in

observance of Britain's Day.

At a point in his address, the attention of the speaker was called to a

dog that walked into the theatre and was attracting general attention as it

strayed down the aisle.

"Let no one touch that dog," cried Dr. McCuaig. "Let no one put

him out. It's proper he should be here. The best friends of the British

soldiers on the field have been their dogs. They fought beside the lion;

thy helped the lion win. I have at home an Irish terrier who wears a service

star His brother is at the front with the Irish Fusileers. We are not sure

whether or not he will be coming back. The casualty list of dogs has not yet

been published. It is proper that this dog should be here today. He rep-

resents his kind. Had I my way I'd invite him to the platform. Id coyer

him with Red Cross decorations. W wran around eim the flags of all allied

nations-to let the world know, this Britain s b., »• hz* the British owe to

their dogs. Let no one touch him. He nas a rignt to be here. —Humane

Education Press Bureau, Boston, Mass.



Why Use Tobacco?

Attention is called to the article in this number of the Era,
on "The Cigarette." All should read it. The tobacco habit is

bad, injurious to the body, mind, and morals. The supposed
pleasure which users think they get out of it, is a complete de-
lusion, and costs a world more than it is worth. The influence
of tobacco is opposed to the best interests of morality and re-

ligion. It is never beneficial, but always injurious.
"Tobacco is not good for man." Those who use it violate

the laws of nature. Economically, the billion and a half dol-

lars that this country uses for tobacco each year, is an utter
waste; so are the million and a half acres of the best land in the
United States now devoted to the production of the deadly
drug. This expensively cultivated land, increased in area by a
quarter of a million acres, during the past four years, owing to

the war, is devoted to producing a deadly and unnecessary drug,
furnishing neither clothing nor shelter, neither food nor neces-

sities of life. This, with the three million dollars a day said

to be spent in this nation for the deadly products of the millions
of acres of land, is an economic waste which no country can
afford. Add to this each person's loss of time and money
through the use of tobacco, and the waste is appalling.

Physiologically, particularly now that smoking by women
is fast coming into vogue, as well as by juveniles, it is a

problem of the race. We need better parents, to have better
babies; and with parents smoking, there is poor hope for the
growing children, thousands of whom are undersized and pos-

sess defective physical strength, because of tobacco.

Morally, we have thousands of cigarette-smoking boys
turned into liars, cheats, and loafers whom nobody can depend
upon, because of tobacco; and, because of its use, adult

men, otherwise gentlemen, become socially selfish and disre-

gardful of others' rights. As has recently been well said, "Any
candid person will have to admit that the user of tobacco in-

dulges to satisfy his sensual and degraded nature." That alone
ought to cause any one who uses it, or sells it, or in anyway en-

courages it, to blush, with shame. Tobacco tends downward
economically, physically, morally, and socially. Why acquire the

habit? Why not encourage those who have acquired it to quit?
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Read the Social Advisory Committee's admonition once
again, and join the fight against tobacco. Is your storekeeper
selling the poison? Why? As Latter-day Saints, we must not
sell the very things we are enjoined to prohibit. "And again,

tobacco is not for the body, * * * and is not good for

man." A.

An Error of Place

Elder Frederick A. Mitchell of Logan, Utah, calls the at-

tention of the Improvement Era to an error in the naming of

a place in which the drowning of President Lorenzo Snow was
said to have taken place on his arrival at the Hawaiian Is-

lands. The error, which was simply one of place, was printed in

the August number of the Improvement Era, and also in the An-
nual Conference report, under the caption, "The Courage of

President Joseph F. Smith." Elder Mitchell says:

"The error I call attention to is in an account of an accident which
occurred to the late President Lorenzo Snow on his and companions'
arrival at the Hawaiian Islands, at the time they were there to call Cap-
tain Gibson to account for his irregular conduct pertaining to the prop-

erty purchased on the island of Lanai by the Hawaiian Saints. The
error is in stating that: 'Lorenzo Snow was drowned In the harbor of

Honolulu' Honolulu is the capital of the Hawaiian Islands and is on the

island of Oahu, about one hundred and twenty miles northwest of La-

haina, the island of Maui, at which latter place they wtre trying to land,

instead of going to Honolulu and having to re-embark on the local

vessel to get to Lahaina, from which latter place only they could get to

the island of Lanai, (no sea going vessel stopping at the latter place,)

where they met Captain Gibson on the property in question, with a num-
ber of native Saints located there.

"There is no doubt that the journals of the late President Joseph F.

Smith or Elder William W. Cluff may be obtained to corroborate the

question of fact, if you consider it necessary. I was not an eye witness to

the circumstance, but am fully conversant with it from accounts given me
by Elders fm. W. Cluff and Alma L. Smith, who accompanied Presi-

dent Snow and party. I am also fully acquainted with the localities of

the landings at Honolulu and Lahaina in those early days. The harbor at

Honolulu was such that sea-going vessels had no difficulty in sailing into

the harbor and making a regular wharf docking, but at Lahaina there were

no such facilities at that time. The shore was bound by a coral reef so

that no sea-going vessels could possibly make a landing. Even the smaller

local inter-island schooners discharged and received communication with

the shore by means of smaller row boats which latter only were success-

fully carried over the reef breakers by well experienced boatmen. On
an occasion of a visit to this same place by your humble servant, I was

intending to land and make call at Lahaina; but such a heavy sea was

on, I was impressed to forego the landing, on account of the imminent
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danger of being capsized in the attempt. I have crossed this reef to and
from Lahaina eleven times, so that I have had ample opportunity to ap-
preciate the risk of a misfortune."

A New Year for the "Era"

This number closes volume 22. Owing to the health con-
ditions, at the time of canvassing for the volume last year, and
the consequent closing of our Y. M. M. I. A. meetings, little

soliciting for subscriptions was done for the present volume.
However, we are grateful to all who aided us, and particularly
to the many thousands who sent their subscriptions by mail
direct, thus enabling us to obtain a fair, though somewhat re-
duced, number of subscribers.

Volume 23 begins in November, and it is earnestly desired
that the solicitation for subscriptions be taken up as early as
possible. A thorough canvass of every family in the ward
should be made early in October. All names should be for-

warded early in the month and entered on our subscription
lists, in order that subscribers may receive the first number.
Present subscribers are asked to use the blank found in this
number; also to read the prospectus, and aid in obtaining a
new subscriber. We are sure all will be pleased with the
stories, special papers, and other matter promised for the new
year.

Notices of expiration are sent to each subscriber by mail.
Please send your own renewal immediately. Subscription
blanks have been sent to presidents of associations, for the
agents who are urged to make the canvass promptly and thor-
oughly. The ward might be districted for the purpose, and
energetic men, who have at heart the interest of our cause and
the magazine, appointed to do the work during a given week.
The price, notwithstanding the continual rise in paper and
printing, remains as last year, $2.00, without the manual.

Messages from the Missions

Successful School Entertainment

Conference President H. Theron Jacobs, writing from Neiafa, Vavan,
Tonga, June 16, says: "We recently held a very successful conference which
has created more of an awakening among the people than anything we have
before attempted. Our work, owing to small numbers of elders, has been
very restricted in the past year. Our effort to keep up our schools has kept
us from pushing into new districts. Our conference began Friday, June
6, and lasted until Monday 9th. There was a good attendance and a com-
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forting spirit. President Willard L. and Sister Jennie L. Smith, of the Tonga
mission, were present and gave us much good instruction. The Saints and
the general public, including government officials and European residents,

were entertained by the Church school students, in the Government Hall,

Monday night, June 9. The school was established here a little less than
a year ago for the benefit of the larger boys and girls who had attended
Church schools formerly maintained in each branch of the conference,
this being their first attempt at such an entertainment. The public were fa-

vorably surprised at the rapid progress of the boys and girls. The new band,
maintained in connection with the school, added greatly to the success

of the program. Another striking feature was the needle and crochet work
of the native girls, which covered the entire front of the hall. Sister

Smith and four ladies from the audience judged the work, and about $25
were distributed in prizes among the school girls. We feel greatly the need
of new elders, to replace those who have been releasd in the past year. A
number of vacancies, however, have been filled by native brethren, who are

doing good work. We are pleased to read the Era from cover to cover

each month, and we appreciate indeed the assistance received from such

a welcome companion."

Local Missionary Work in England

"I believe the Era and its readers would be pleased to know how the

work of the Lord is progressing in England. At present there are less than

fifteen traveling elders from America here, whereas, before the war there

were over 300. Most all the branches are fully organized with a presidency

composed of local elders who take care of the branch, and the Saints look
to them with every respect and confidence. The Mutual and Relief Societies

are also organized from the local brethren and sisters. Elders are called

from different conferences to go on a six to twelve months' mission, bearing

their own expenses. Here in the Leeds conference we have over fifty lady

missionaries who assist greatly in spreading the gospel and carrying on

the work. The work of the Lord is steadily progressing with marked
success, and the branches are firmly planted, independently carrying on the

work by their own faith and strength. In the photo are some of the travel-

ing elders who were here at the Leeds conference district meeting, held
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June 29, 1919. Top row, from left to right: Elders R. H. Sanders, laboring
in the Leeds conference on a twelve months' mission; J. E. Rennie, President
oi the Scottish conference, who has already spent fifteen months on a mis-
sion; L. A. Higgins, on a twelve months' mission in Scotland; Calvin S.
Smith, chaplain to the U. S. Army, visiting; N. Elliott, Pres. of the New-
castle conference, on a six months' mission; C. L. Atterton, on a six months'
mission in the Leeds conference; bottom row: A. G. Holland, ex.president
of the Leeds conference, released to return home to Idaho; Elder George
F Richards, who is released from the Presidency of the European mission;
and his wife, Mrs. Richards, who is visiting him and will return home
with her husband; Geo. A. Smith, the new President of the European mis-
sion; L. H. Whipple, President of the Leeds conference, from Salt Lake
county."—L. H. Whipple.

Progress in Burnley Branch

"The enclosed photo is of the elders who are laboring in the Liverpool
conference, of the British mission. Left to right, Samuel Beggs, of Airdrie,
Scotland; William J. Starkey, conference president, Evanston, Wyoming;
and Ira William Mount, conference secretary. The two on either side are
local boys who have answered the call to go on missions, and they are doing

the same as do the elders from Zion. The Burnley branch was recently
reorganized, and they are making fine progress; the elders have also or-

dained a number to the priesthood in the various branches, and they, in
conjunction with the lady missionaries and the elders of the conference, are
accomplishing a good work. We have thirty-six lady missionaries in this

conference, and they are doing a splendid work among the people. We
always look forward to the arrival of the Era. Its pages we diligently scan
for its useful words of cheer and instruction. It is also a great help in

our missionary work, and finds its way into many homes, and is read with
great interest by all."

—

William J. Starkey, President of the Liverpool
conference.

Church Progress in Samoa

Elders A. D. Madsen, and V. G. Woolley (conf. pres.) of the Tutuila
conference, of the Samoan mission, write that they are the only two white
elders left, of a force of ten of pre-war days. Elder Madsen is in charge of
Mapusaga, the church village. Conf. Pres. Woolley, who is manager of
the big Church cocoanut plantation, reports it to be in better shape than it

has been since the beginning of the war. The work on the island is pro-
gressing nicely, but the elders are patiently and anxiously awaiting the ar-
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rival of new missionaries to help them in their many and arduous duties.

Tutuila is one of the prettiest little islands in the South Pacific. It was on
ihe eastern end of this island that the elders landed, some thirty odd years
ago, when the gospel was first taken to the people of Samoa. Since that

time the work has made steady progress. The picture of the two native

men and the women shows a native elder [Siatuvae] and his wife

LGaosusuga] standing. He, as a boy, entered the Church school years ago,

was baptized, and is now a missionary engaged in the work of carrying

the message of salvation to his people."

—

A. D. Madsen.

The Latter-day Saints in Japan

The knowledge that the Saints in Zion are always interested in the

progress of the work of the Lord throughout the world, encourages me to

write a few lines to the Era concerning conditions here in Sapporo, the

capital city of the northern island of the Japanese empire.
The work of the past few months has been extremely interesting, and I

think I may safely say that this interval has been one of the most flourish-

ing periods experienced by the conference for a number of years; not from
ihe standpoint of baptisms, but from that of missionary activities and the

consequent broadening of the circle of those who have been able to hear

the gospel. The great number of new investigators and the improvement
over the past in most lines gives promise of a bright future.

Work in Japan is necessarily slow and sometimes discouraging, since

the whole past training of the people has been contrary to Christianity.

We have as yet few Saints who have shown themselves able to carry re-

sponsibility in the gospel, but since the work is comparatively new we are

not discouraged, but feel that some day we shall have the aid of the native

Saints and shall then be able to accomplish more.
As one knows who has studied this language, it is no light task to master

it sufficiently well to be able to speak fluently, and this adds to our dif-

ficulties. Nevertheless, since honest effort in our Father's work is never

lost, although few results are apparent to us, we desire to labor diligently

and perform our part to the best of our ability.

Lately our Sunday school has been quite a success, especially the theo-

logical department in which we are studying the Book of Mormon. From
ten to twenty young men and women have attended and followed the les-

sons with interest.

This spring and summer Elders LaFayette C. Lee and Myrl L. Bodily,

who are laboring in the Sapporo conference, have held a series of fourteen

open air meetings in one of the busiest thoroughfares of the city, the

district of the night shops and pleasure houses. They have been blessed

with success, having had an attendance of from fifteen attentive listeners

to two hundred at a time. The crowd has been very respectful, sometimes

almost reverently so, and at times particularly stable for such meetings,

many standing quietly through the whole service. This has provided a

means of distributing a number of Church works.
It is a peculiar experience to preach to an alien company in an alien

tongue, on the streets of a foreign city. Lately we have had the added
experience each time of a Buddhist priest holding forth on the opposite

corner, with beating of drums and wild exhortations and screeches against

Christ and his teachings and the foreigners who bear them. You may
be sure the brethren trembled at first meeting this unlooked for opposition;

however, through the blessings of the Lord, they were able to hold their

crowd and carry on their work, possibly even better because of the oppo-

sition.

Since these meetings have been held, we find ourselves known every-

where, and have had numerous questions asked concerning the gospel. More-
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over, we are busy each day instructing new investigators while regular meet-

ings are becoming more flourishing each week. Tracts, which are re-

ceived reluctantly and sometimes with suspicion when we take them from
house to house, are asked for at the street meetings. We have no trouble

ELDERS OF KOFU, JAPAN
Rryant L. Wright, J. Ray Stoddard, Joseph S. Pyne

whatsoever in distributing a great many, simply holding them ready for
distribution is the signal for many requests for them.

We feel happy in this success, and desire to do our utmost to continue
and work unceasingly in the work of the kingdom. We realize that the
measure of success we have achieved is all through the bounteous blessings
of the Lord.

Before closing, I wish to thank you for your excellent magazine. We
aie reading the Era each morning, and find much profit as well as pleasure
in doing so.

May success attend the labors of all our co-workers throughout the
world, who are laboring for the upbuilding of Zion.

—

Pearl M. Lee.
Sappore, Japan

New Addition to "Cumorah"

These pictures show our new mission hall in Cape Town: Top is

"Cumorah" with the new addition on the extreme left. Center shows the
front and side, with sleeping porch above. No. 3 is the Sunday school.
With Elder Charles Elmer Sessions, Syracuse, Davis county, as head car-

penter, Elders Wilford D. LeCheminant, Richard E. Folland, Aaron U. Mer-
ril, Wm. Howard Heaton, and Nicholas G. Smith, with some hired masons,
started work on the new addition, March 5, 1919, and the hall was finished

and dedicated June 1, 1919. Many words of commendation have been
spoken by the citizens of Mowbray on the general appearance of the hall,

and the fact that missionaries would undertake such a hard job. The only
man able to do the work made a bid of £950. By doing it ourselves, the
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THE NEW HALL AND SUNDAY SCHOOL, CAPE TOWN, AFRICA
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tiful

zenji

while

job cost, completed, £677; which shows a saving of ahout thirteen hundred
dollars. The hardwood seats cost three hundred dollars.

—

Nicholas G. Smith.

The Beautiful Kegon Falls

Elder Varsall L. Cowley, writing from Tokyo, Japan, August 4, sends the

accompanying picture, a snapshot taken with his own kodak, of the famous
Kegon falls of Japan, which he visited on the 8th of July, in company with

Elder V. W. Palmer. He proceeds: "This beautiful waterfall is located about
nine miles from the far-famed palace of Nikko, noted for its beautiful moun-
tain scenery, and ancient temples or shrines. The building of these shrines and

temples required the labor
of about 15,000 of the most
skilled workmen in Japan
for about twelve years, and
cost the enormous sum of

20,000,000 yens, or $10,000,-

000. The fall is located

about a mile from the beau-
mountain lake, Chu-
which we also visited

escaping the intense

heat of Tokyo, to enjoy the

cool, refreshing mountain air

and beautiful scenery in and
about Nikko, for a couple of

days. While at the point
where the accompanying pic-

ture was taken, a jenrikisha
man, who had followed us,

told us that ever since a

young man who had failed

in his school examinations,
being unable to endure the
disgrace, as he thought,
chose to end his life by
throwing himself into the
torrent which carried him to

his death, about fifty per-

sons each year have
died in this romantic way,
as the people of the Orient
view it, but as we of the
West consider a cowardly
and disgraceful way. A
short time before we visited

the scene, four persons had
chosen this method of sui-

cide. According to an of-

ficial guide book, the fall is

223 feet high, 18 feet wide, and the base measures 600 feet in circumference,
the water being 36 feet deep. The fall is sometimes called 'lover's leap' from
the fact that many lovers have taken their lives by plunging into the depths
fiom the overhanging rock, seen at the top left of the picture.

"The missionaries of Japan look eagerly for the Era, and read it from
cover to cover each month."

The Kegon Falls, Japan
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Record of Attendance at Meetings

From a record of ward teachers' reports of meetings, sacrament meet-
ings, etc., for the month of July, 1919, as compiled at the Presiding Bishop's
office, it is learned that Bear Lake, Box Elder, Montpelier, and Oneida
stakes, had one hundred percent of families in the wards of those stakes

\isited. North Sanpete had ninety-five percent of the families visited;

Ogden, ninety-three; San Juan, ninety-two; Weber, ninety-one; South Davis,
eighty-four. The average percent of ward membership at the sacrament
meetings, ranged from six percent in Sevier stake to thirty-five percent in

Alberta; thirty-four Raft River, thirty-four, in Bannock; twenty-five in

Deseret; twenty-eight, in Bear Lake; twenty-seven Montpelier, twenty-

eight in Curlew; thirty-two Snowflake, twenty-five Tintic, and twenty-

seven Young.
The average percent of attendance at weekly Priesthood meetings dur-

ing July ranged from one in Panguitch and Sevier, two in Boise, and St.

George, to thirty-one in Juarez, twenty-nine in Alberta, twenty-six in Black-

foot, twenty-five in Ogden, and twenty-three in Pioneer and San Juan.

Responsibility for Conduct

The presidency of the Utah Stake of Zion, Joseph B. Keeler, J. Wil-

liam Knight, Amos N. Merrill, have issued a brief word addressed to the

Latter-day Saints of Utah Stake on the responsibility for conduct, a pamph-
let of three pages, well worth the consideration of the Latter-day Saints.

We quote in part from the pamphlet:
What responsibilities do parents share for the unbecoming conduct of

the young? Second: What responsibility does society share for the

conduct of its members?
The attention of the Latter-day Saints and others dwelling in the Utah

Slake of Zion is directed to these questions. The Lord warns parents

that in case they fail to teach their children faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,

repentance from sin, and baptism by immersion for the remission of sins,

and if because of this failure the children commit sin—the sins of the chil-

dren shall be upon the heads of the parents. (Doc. and Cov., Sec. 68:25-28).

It is obvious that some parents are guilty already of the sins of neglect

to a greater or less degree, and if this neglect is continued to a point where

the children not only fail to become members of the Church, but for the

want of parental teachings and direction sin against society and sacred

law, the parents will surely be held accountable before the bar of public

opinion and of God. Parents who truly love their children never cast from

their shoulders the weight of parental responsibility. The love of parent-

hood is so like the love of Godhood that while parent and child tarry in

the flesh, there is a yearning on the part of the parent for blessings and

peace to follow the child * * * and in eternity who shall say that

even parental anxiety is in the least abated?

All signs of the times point to the fact that these are the "last days."

Paul in writing to Timothy (2 Tim., 3:1, 2) said: "This know also that in
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ihe last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their

own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,

unthankful, unholy, without natural affections, etc." Some insist that this

is in course of fulfilment today. One thing is certain, nothing pleases the

adversary more than to see this in fulfilment in the homes of the Latter-

day Saints, and nothing should give parents greater anxiety than to ob-

serve its fulfilment at their own hearthstones. * * *

What Can be Done?

Let everyone advocate the ideals of purity and right conduct, such as

characterize Saints.

Let everyone do everything in his power to create a fear for sin and
a burning desire to do right.

Let parents become informed as to what is going on.

Young people love the dance, and in communities, such as ours, every
dance is more or less public. This is a wholesome pastime, but in the
excitement of the music and the dance, emotions run high, and when
emotions run at high tide there is need of restraint. In every ballroom
there is a need of restraint of some kind. This is supplied when parents
are in attendance. No advantage or privilege is taken when parental eyes

look on. * * *

Law and its Enforcement

Let laivs be enacted and enforced regulating places of amusement.
There are many good laws already upon the statute books of our towns

and county, such as prohibit the smoking of cigarettes by minors, regulat-

ing the use of automobiles and the control of the dance hall, etc. These
should be rigidly enforced, and the civil authorities should feel they have
the weight of public opinion and the support of the parents in the en-

forcement of these regulations.

More stringent measures should be enacted and enforced regulating

restaurants, catering parlors and drug stores in which young people are

enticed into indulgences that are harmful. These measures should grant

to the parents the right to prohibit the proprietors and managers of such
places from extending any accommodations to their young people against

the wishes and request of the parents. Again let it be emphasized, that

every parent and every other member of society should feel the respon-

sibility for proper conduct to such an extent that they will lend their

influence to the enforcement of all such regulations.

Again, measures should be passed prohibiting men or women from
conducting resorts, catering parlors, or any other places of amusement
or entertainment, who will tolerate at any time questionable conduct which
leads into temptation and sin, and who are constantly trying to evade the

law.

Young people and old people alike must learn, and recognize that

amusements which are worth while leave no vain regrets as an aftermath;
that social practices that are becoming of Saints leave no tinge of con-

science with those who participate in them; that the dance, the theatre,

the music hall, the social hall are all intended to sweeten life, and when
participated in rightly leave behind them pleasant memories to which they
return as the traveler to an oasis in the desert



Sunday Morning Testimony Meeting

Additional information in relation to manuals and class study has been
sent to stake superintendents by General Secretary Moroni Snow:

"At our late June conference, at the morning testimony meeting, the
Sacrament was administered, and it is the sense of the General Board that
wherever it can be arranged in connection with the stake conventions, held
separately from quarterly conferences, it would be eminently proper to have
the Sacrament administered in the Sunday morning testimony meeting. If
this suggestion is adopted, it will be necessary for officers to take the
matter up with the stake presidency and the ward authorities, where the
convention is to be held, so that all arrangements can be made under their
authority."

Community Singing

Since there is no special provision made in the program for the M. I. A.
conventions for community singing, it is suggested that a wide-awake
leader be appointed to direct in singing some good songs, while the people
are assembling, preceding the ten-thirty and the evening meetings. These
are excellent times to throw in a little enthusiastic singing. These exercises
should neither be demonstrations, nor practices, but a "Sing." Printed
copies of the words should be distributed ; needless to say, the leader and
accompanist must be familiar with the words and the music.

It is not necessary to have trained choristers, nor to beat time, in these
singing exercises, but through ordinary, simple but enthusiastic instructions
to the audience, during the time of singing, each person Is stimulated to sing
and to enter into the spirit of the work. Select any of the following titles,

to which add a familiar patriotic song:
"Put your shoulder to the wheel."
"Ring out, sweet bells of peace."
"Hark, listen to the trumpeters."
"After all."

"We will keep Old Glory flying."

(For songs, ask any music store).

Y. M. M. I. A. Class Study for 1919-20

For Senior Classes. "Some Epoch-making Events in Church His-

tory." This is a series of eighteen lessons in a manual of one hundred
and four pages, which treat on many epoch-making events in the history

of the Church, unusually attractive and beneficial for study. The manual is

ready and on sale at the Era office, 25c per copy, post paid.

For the Advanced Senior Class. "Prophecies and Promises of the

Lord," as recorded in the book of Doctrine and Covenants, a course for

joint Senior M. I. A. classes. A complete explanation of this attractive

study, which is composed of eighteen lessons on leading prophecies and
promises in modern revelation with their application to present-day

life, will be found in the Improvement Era for September, with the text

of first three lessons printed in full. Other lessons will follow monthly,

until the whole eighteen are printed. Three, in this Era.
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For the Junior Class not doing scout work, the Junior Manual, divided
into fifteen "Lessons on Success" on the development of character and gen-
uine success in life, with stories illustrating the points. Especially interest-
ing for young students. Manual ready, 25 cents.

For Junior Class doing regular scout work—The "Twelve Scout Laws,"
with correlated outlines from the Manuals, beginning in this number of
the Era.

For the Advanced Junior Class. This class will study outlines en-
titled "A Mission as a Factor in Education." These outlines will appear
monthly in the Improvement Era. The lessons will be very interesting
and will cover a great deal more than the title implies, and many prob.
lems will be asked and discussed of special interest to that class of boys.
See first three lessons in this month's Era.

There will be two manuals only for Senior and Junior classes, but the
manual on "Success" may be used to great advantage in all three Junior
classes; and where three classes can not be organized, the grades may be
merged into one, with the Junior manual for the lesson text. These
manuals cost 25c each and cover the whole season's work. Orders should
be sent immediately to the secretary, Improvement Era Office, 22 Bishop's
Building, Salt Lake City, Utah. No free manuals are sent with the Era for
1919-20. The Era for one year, $2.00, containinj the outline lessons, and
also the Advanced Senior Class lessons.

Granite M. I. A. Outing

On July 15, the Granite stake Y. M. & Y. L. M. I. A. held a very
successful outing at Liberty park. The main feature of the outing was a

free canteen lunch served from 6 to 8 p. m., which consisted of "hot
dog" and an ice cream cone. The lunch, was supervised by Miss May
Green, president of the Y. L. M. I. A. In the park two booths were
erected, where ice cream and luncheon were served. Tickets for the

luncheon were issued to all M. I. A. members by ward presidents. The
program was printed on the reverse side. The tremendousness of the

undertaking can be imagined when it is known that over 2000 "hot dogs"
were served, with over 2000 ice cream cones. It iequired four large baskets

of rolls, a half beef, 2 gallons of mustard, a d 45 gallons of ice cream.
There were over 3000 people in the park to witness the sports. The as-

sistance given the M. I. A. board by certain friends in the Stake is much
appreciated.

After the lunch all joined in sports. Each ward provided partici-

pants to each event, and a hearty response was received. There were 10

events, each event counting 10 points. There are 16 wards in the Stake,

which made quite a number of participants for each event. Charles

Spencer, Jr., had charge of the program, and Oscar A. Kirkham of the

General Board was master of ceremonies. The first event was a centi-

pede race. It consisted of eight boys astride a rope, one hand on the rope

and one hand on the next fellow's shoulder. It was tied by Emerson and
Hawthorne wards. The second event was a junior girls' race, won by
Forest Dale. The Junior boys' race was won by Wandamere. The Senior

girls' clothes pin race came out a tie between Wandamere and Wasatch
wards. The senior boys' race was won by Forest Dale. The sixth event

consisted of a senior girls' cherry crate-making race. Speed and neat-

ness were the points of score. Forest Dale also won this event. The 7th

event, a men and boys' crab race caused much amusement. The partici-

pants turn on their backs, face up, and run on their hands and feet; many a

one had a fall. Emerson Ward won this event. The Hoop race con-

sisted of four men and four girls from each ward. The object was to get

through the hoop. Wandamere ward took th-s event. No. 9 was a secret.
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A lunch was placed at one end of the lawn and the contestants were lined
up at the other end. Paper hats were placed on the lunch, one for each
contestant. The object was to put on the hat and eat what was under it, a

large slice of watermelon. Hawthorne was first. Many of the spectators

were sorry they could not enter this event. It is quite certain that some
of the contestants took their time in this event when they saw what they
had to eat. No. 10 was an attendance score of the number of tickets re-

turned at .the canteen lunch. It was based on the number given to each
ward. Farmers ward led in this event. The final score stood as fol-

lows: Forest Dale, 30 points; Wandamere, 25 points; Hawthorne and Emer-
son, 15 points each; Farmers, 10, and Wasatch 5 points.

The outing was a grand success, and it is thouglit that it will help
materially in putting over the membership campaign in the stake. The
outing carried a good spirit with it, and gave people throughout the stake

a chance to get acquainted.

New Superintendent

Sylvester Broadbent, was selected and sustained as superintendent of

the Y. M. M. I. A. of the Wasatch stake, at the quarterly conference of

that stake, July 26-7. Charles N. Broadbent, who has acted as superintend-

ent for a number of years past, has been released, with full appreciation

of his faithful services for the many years he has acted in that capacity.

Paid First Fund

Superintendent J. P. Jensen of the Jordan stake, has the honor of

having paid the General Office for the South Jordan ward, the full amount
of the M. I. A. fund for 1919-20, for 10 percent of the population of the

stake. The first in the Church to pay the amount.

New President of the Scandinavian Mission

Elder Carl E. Peterson, of Ggden, has been appointed to succeed Elder

Hans J. Christiansen of Salt Lake as president of the Scandinavian mission

of the Church. Elder Christiansen has presided over the Scandinavian

mission since May, 1912.

Most Distant Branch on Earth

Elder Malcolm L. Robinson, writing from Port Elizabeth, South Africa,

July 17, says: "The Era is a most welcome guest to this far distant corner

of the earth, and is read and re-read by Saints, elders and friends. Although

it is months old at times before it reaches us, on account of the irregular

shipping, its message of truth, light and encouragement is not dimmed in

the least This is the most distant branch of the Church in all the world

from the Central stakes of Zion, and the Era, in the most literal sense of the

word, is carrying the gospel to the ends of the earth The work of the

Lord is progressing in South Africa, the old barrier of blind prejudice is

tasigiving way before the voices of truth, and the look-out for the future

is verv promising. The seven elders laboring in this mission under the

ovfag presidency" of Brother and Sister Smith, have been wonderfully

blessed in every way in the past. The youngest in the field has been away

from home over two" and a half years. We are still happy fa^onr wor£ bnt

hone the day will soon come when our small force will be strengthened.

As one I feel that I can speak for this branch here and voice the senti-

mentrof the others by saying: 'Thank you from the bottom of our hearts

for the Era, and pray the Lord to bless its editors and contributors.



Archduke Joseph resigned his position at the head of the Hungarian
government, August 23.

The Monroe Doctrine is not recognized by Mexico. So says Carranza
in his address opening the Mexican congress, September 1.

President Wilson left Washington, September 3, for his western tour

in behalf of the peace treaty, confident of ultimate ratification of the instru-

ment by the senate without "destructive" reservations.

Fired upon from the Mexican side of the Rio Grande, Captain David
W. McNabb, United States aviation corps, was slightly wounded while on
aerial patrol duty along the international boundary northwest of Lare lo,

Texas, September 2.

The Twenty-second Ward Chapel, Salt Lake City, was dedicated, Sep-

tember 7, by President Heber J. Grant. Bishop Alvin A. Beesely presided

at the services. Willard Weihe rendered a violin solo. The chapel was
completed five years ago, at a cost of about $40,000.

Renteria, a Mexican bandit, was killed by Lieutenant Cooper, of an
American punitive expedition, from an airplane, August 19. Renteria was
the head of the gang that captured two Americans, Lieutenants Harold G.
Peterson and Paul H. Davis, and held them for $15,000 ransom.

Serious race trouble was threatened by a delegation of negroes, speak-

ing before the senate foreign relations committee, Washington, August 28,

unless an amendment to the peace treaty is adopted, providing for racial

equality. The delegation represented the National Equal Rights League.

A national congress of governors convened in Salt Lake City, August 19.

The first question of importance before the distinguished gathering was
that of the high cost of living, and a committee of seven was appointed to

proceed to Washington and confer with the authorities there on that great

problem.

Justice Brandeis, one of the most prominent delegates to the Zionist

convention that met in Chiacgo, September 14, states that practical steps

are about to be taken to prepare Palestine for occupation by 5,000,000 Jews.
The total Jewish population of the world is estimated at from twelve to

fourteen millions.

A Spanish edition of the Book of Mormon has just been completed by
President Rey L. Pratt, of the Mexican mission, assisted by Elder Anthony
W. Ivins, of the Council of the Twelve. The manuscript will be sent to

the Church printing office at Independence, Mo., where an edition of

10,000 will be published.

Peace-making is expensive. President Wilson estimates that the total

cost of the maintenance of the American delegation at Paris to the end of

this year, will be $1,506,776. At the beginning of the negotiations 1,300

persons were employed in this work; by July 1, the number had been re-
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duced to 400, of whom only 88 were civilians, the remainder being from
the army and navy.

Elder Russell Young Rossite.- died at his residence, Salt Lake City,

September 4, after a brief illness. He was born in the Bee-Hive house, in

this city, August 26, 1881, and was son of the late William A. and Myra
Young Rossiter, and grandson of Brigham Young. He filled a three years'

mission in Germany, and only recently he returned from a mission to the
Hawaiian Islands. He is survived by his widow and several brothers and
sisters.

Archaeological research in the Navajo reservation, this summer, by
Frofessor Byron Cummings, formerly associated with the University of
Utah as dean of the school of arts and sciences and archaeology, is said
to have resulted in the excavation of two large, ancient cliff dwellings, and
the acquisition of large quantities of bone implements, corrugated and
colored pottery, and a number of skeletons and mummies. The specimens
v<ill be sent to the University of Arizona.

The oldest inhabitant of the United States is, probably, John Shell, who
ie said to have celebrated the 131st anniversary of his birth, September 3,

this year, at Lexington, Ky. Shell, the account says, was first married at

the age of 19 and lived with his first wife for more than 90 years. He
lived 75 years in one house. He is the father of 29 children, the oldest
now living being more than 90 years of age. Six years ago, he married
again at the age of 125. By his second wife he has one child, a boy aged
five years.

General Pershing arrived in New York, September 8, from his victor-

ious campaign in France as the commander of the American forces, and
was enthusiastically welcomed by a vast multitude of his fellow-citizens.

Just after he had walked down the gang-plank at Hoboken, he received the
first reward which a grateful country has offered him. In the name of
the nation, Secretary of War Baker handed him his commission as full

General in the American army, a rank held previously by only three men,
Grant, Sheridan and Sherman.

An ultimatum to strikers was issued by Director General Hines, Aug-
ust 28, when he served notice on "public officers, railroad officers and em-
ployees, and citizens generally, in California, Arizona, and Nevada," that
the railroad administration would undertake to restore full railroad service
in those states on and after 7 o'clock the following Sunday morning, and
that all striking employees who do not return to work by that time will find

their places filled. This action is regarded as the most drastic ever taken by
the government in a labor controversy.

Adelaide Whiteiey Ridges, 89 years old, widow of Joseph H. Ridges,
builder of the Latter-day Saints tabernacle organ, died at the residence of

her eldest daughter, Adelaide Ridges Wood, at Woods Cross, Davis county,

Tuesday, August 26, of general debility. She was born, June 17, 1830, in

London, and, prior to coming to Utah in 1857, resided in Australia. She is

survived by two daughters, Mrs. Wood and Annie R. Williams, and one sen,

Ernest E. Ridges, all of Salt Lake City; twenty.eight grandchildren and
thirty-six great-grandchildren.

The United States Army Motor Convoy arrived in Salt Lake City, Aug-
ust 19, on its way across the continent. The convoy, which is commanded
by Lieutenant-Colonel Charles W. McClure, was received, at the Brigham
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Young monument, by Governor Bamberger, accompanied by a dozen visit-

ing governors of other states, and a floral tribute was tendered by young
ladies, in behalf of local truck dealers. The convoy left Washington, D.
C, July 7. It had traveled 2,499 miles, about 1,600 miles more than any
other army motor train had covered previously.

Fatal automobile accident occurred, September 1, near Avon, eighteen
miles south of Logan, when the machine plunged through a bridge into
;he Hyrum canal. W. W. Browning, postmaster at Ogden, and George
Daniel, of Denver, inspector-in-chief of the postoffice department for the
states of Colorado, Wyoming, Utah, and New Mexico, were killed. In the
same machine were W. G. Haas, postoffice inspector of Salt Lake, who suf-
fered a fracture of the left arm; H. W. Blake, postoffice inspector of Provo.
who was bruised and dazed; and Mrs. A. Carroll Gesford, postmistress of
Huntsville, who suffered considerably from shock, but was not otherwise
injured.

The bench and bar of England sent greetings to the American Bar
Association, which were delivered at its annual convention at Boston, Sep-
tember 3, by Viscount Finlay, former lord chancellor of England. The
famous jurist said that the legal profession of England was proud of the de-
velopment which the common law of England had received in the United
Slates. "It is, indeed, a great heritage, that of the common law of England,
to which we on both sides of the Atlantic, have fallen heir," Viscount Finlay
said: "You, like ourselves, are proud of its traditions, and of the spirit

of liberty which it breeds."

Utah Producing Over Three Million Bushels of Potatoes Annually.—
For the past five years Utah has produced a yearly average of 3,369,400
bushels of potatoes on 26,600 acres, at a value of $2,632,000, according to a
circular just issued by the Experiment Station of the Utah Agricultural
College. Prof. George Stewart, author of the circular, states that Utah
ranks second in the United States in average yield per acre, with 162

bushels, Maine being the only state with a higher acre-yield. The average
farm price received for potatoes in Utah during the last ten years is sev-

enty-eight cents a bushel.

Prof. Stewart, who says that estimates place the loss from disease in the

State at about $300,000 yearly, of which two-thirds is due to Rhizoctonia
and Fusarium wilt, and the remainder to miscellaneous diseases, has given
a thorough discussion of the control measures which have been found most
successful. The illustrated circular contains 54 pages, largely devoted to a

discussion of numerous vital factors in potato production, among which are

such objects as climate and soil, seed selection, methods of cultivation,

diseases and their control, harvesting, storage, and marketing. Free copies

of this circular may be obtained from the Utah Experiment Station, Logan,
Utah.

A shortage of properly qualified teachsrs, for the schools in the State

of Utah, is one of the items recently called attention to by State Supt. G.

N. Child and by Prof. Milton Bennion, Dean of the School of Education
oi the University of Utah. More high school graduates, are urged to qualify

for the teaching profession, as it is only possible to supply the public

schools with well-trained teachers by having more high school graduates

qualifying for the profession. The advantages of this profession as a voca-

tion, can best be brought to the attention of students by superintendents of

schools, principals, and high school teachers, who should improve the

present situation by a campaign work to induce a larger number of our

high school graduates, who have aptitude for the work, to prepare for

teaching. Five or six hundred teachers withdraw from the public school

system each year, while the entire number of normal graduates in the state
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would not begin to fill these vacancies, even though all of them were to

go into the school room and become successful teachers. The training

school at the University is waiting for the right material for these splendid
opportunities, and is prepared to provide professional training to a large

group of college students. The University training school known as the

"William M. Stewart School," is now being moved into a new, strictly modern
building, and the University department most concerned with teacher-train-

ing, begins the new year in better quarters, with a large teaching staff and
superior equipment. Ambitious young men and women desiring a good
education, and a good vocation, will do well to look into the advantages

accruing from graduation from this institution.

Church Changes for the month of August, 1919, as reported by the

Presiding Bishop's Office:

New Stakes and Stake Presidencies.—Burley stake, David R. Langlois,

president; Myron Barlow, 1st, George H. Lewis, 2nd Counselors. Wards
comprising stake: Burley 1st, Burley 2nd, Declo, Pella, Unity, Springdale,

View. Part of the Cassia stake.

Blaine stake, William Lennox Adamson, president; Joseph S. Cooper,

1st, G. Wallace Mecham, 2nd counselors. Address, Carey, Idaho. Wards com-

prising stake: Acequia, Carey, Gannett branch, Hazelton branch, Heyburn,

Jerome, Manard, Paul, Rupert, Wendell branch. Part of the Boise stake.

Twin Falls stake, Laurence G. Kirkman, president; Edward M. Guest,

1st, Raymond McClelland, 2nd counselors. Address, Twin Falls, Idaho.

Wards comprising stake: Buhl, Kimberly, Murtaugh, and Twin Falls.

Formerly a part of the Cassia stake.

Lost River stake, William N. Patton, president; William T. Tew, 1st

counselor. Wards comprising stake: Moore, Arco, Darlington, Ballard,

Leslie. Part of Blackfoot stake.

San Luis stake, William O. Crowther, president to succeed Hyrum S.

Harris. Address, Sanford, Colorado.

Wasatch stake, 2nd counselor to stake president, David A. Broadbent.

Address, Heber, Utah.

New Wards.—Dehlin ward, Bingham stake, Ezra J. Nelson, bishop; ad-

dress Dehlin, Idaho.

Afton South ward, Star Valley stake, Gilbert Taysom, bishop; address

Afton, Wyoming.
Netv Bishops.—Joh Llewelyn succeeded A. W. Fletcher, address same.

Burdette ward, Taylor stake. Sugarville ward, Deseret stake, Norman Still-

man Anderson appointed vice Jesse Sill, address same. Lynndyl ward,

Deseret stake, Albert LeRoy Hurst, vice Elmer A. Jacob; address same.

Afton ward, Star Valley stake, Franklin R. Gardner, vice Osborne Low,

address Afton, Wyoming. Freedom ward, Star Valley stake Carl Robin-

son, vice Aaron F. Bracken, address same. Etna ward, Star Valley stake,

\rlhur R. Clark, vice Robert Weber, address same. Jerome ward, Blame

stake, James D. Pratt vice Samuel S. Smith, address same. Idaho Falls,

1st ward, Bingham stake, Charles E. Dinwoodey vice C. S. Crabtree, ad-

dress same. Bramwell ward, Boise stake Charles A Robinson vice Wm A.

H. Sinclair, address New Plymouth R. F. D., Idaho Silver ward, Tmt.c ke

Jesse Haws, vice Perry B. Fuller, address same. Burley 1st ward Burley

stake, Kimber C. Barlow, vice D. R. Langlois, address same Fremont

ward Wayne stake, James C. Taylor, vice Christian T Balle address same.

Ogden 4th ward, Ogden stake, Hyrum E. Lund w™™**!™^^
dress Ogden, Utah, 843. 21st Street. Taylor ward, Shelley slake^ Hmer Cfc«

Furgeson, vice Ernest Harker, address same. Merrill ward Portneuf ake,

Parley Morris, address McCammon, Idaho. Butler ward Jordan st ke,

William C. Wootton, vice Charles Colebrook, address same. Pans 1st ward,

Bear Lake stake, Ezra S. Stucki vice H. Edward Sutton, address same.
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NEW PACIFIC FLEET IN THE PANAMA CANAL
The U. S. S. Neiv York in the Pedro Miguel lock. At the right is shown

one of the electric cars used to tow ships through the canal. These cars

operate on each side of the canal. The passage of this fleet of mon-
'•trous ships on their recent way to the Pacific Ocean, gave the canal
its severest test.
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Consolidated Music Co., Salt Lake, Utah.
Send me free and postpaid, catalogues, prices

and terms of
(This does not obligate me at all)

My name

Address : .

.

ERA.
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BuyYour Phonograph for Christmas Now
j

If you delay, you may later be disappointed. There
may be a shortage of phonographs similar to the
shortage last December.

Write us about this beautiful

COLUMBIA GRAFONOLA
Sbauna-Meek K̂udicGx$110.20

$10.00 Cash

$10.00 a Month
?6l-3-5 MAiw
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I FARMERS! FARMERS!
| HAIL STORMS ARE COMING

Your crops and your fruit may be ruined.

Protect your hard work with a HAIL STORM POLICY.
1 Write and ask us about these low rates.

HEBER J. GRANT & CO.
1 GENERAL INSURANCE

22 Main Street, Salt Lake City, Utah
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I POPULAR I

I HISTORY I

I
OF UTAH

[
Complete in one volume

By ORSON F. WHITNEY

| Beginning with the early explor- |

ations of Coronado, Colonel Fre-

| iiiimt. Kit Carson and others, con- |

| tinued through all epoch-making |

| events to the year 1916.

DESERET NEWS
BOOK STORE

6 MAIN STREET
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| This is an

I Era of Progress

| and Improvement

| It is therefore necessary for
|

parents to read books that |

will help them keep up with
|

the procession.

cms

I GOOD BOOKS for the en-

tire family at the

SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION
BOOK STORE

1 The Book Store of Salt Lake City

| 44 East on Sonth Temple St.
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NEKTO
for Health

There's food as well as

drink in Nekto. It is recom-

% mended by doctors and food
experts for its food value

and health-giving properties.

The name "Nekto" is de-

rived from the Greek word
"Nectar," defined in the dic-

tionary as being "a healthful

and inspiring beverage."

GROCERS AND DRUG-
GISTS SELL IT

CULLEN ICE &.]

BEVERAGE CO.,
SALT LAKE

JOS. WM. TAYLOR
Utah's Leading Undertaker and

Licensed Embalmer

Fine Funeral Chapel, Private
Parlor, Chapel and Morgue

Office open day and night.

Telephone Wasatch 7600

21, 23 and 25 South West Temple
Salt Lake City, Utah
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I
REGISTRATION

|

Will Continue
at the

|
U.A.C.

|

| (The Home of Efficient Education) §

I
Until Wed., Odtober 7

|

I Motor Transport, Coast Artil-
|

| lery, and Infantry units of the |

1 R. 0. T. C. are established at |

| the U. A. C. Students may 1

1 elect their unit. Two years' |

| military work required of |

| those without previous mili- 1

| tary experience. Advanced |

| work is optional. Free uni- |

| forms, including . overcoats
|

| and shoes, furnished. Stu- |

1 dents in advanced work re- |

| ceive in addition approxi-
|

| mately $125 a year. |

I
The Utah I

Agricultural

College

| Prepares for 60 Trades and |

| Professions. Get your train-
|

| ing at an institution that pre- §

1 pares for success.

| The 1919-20 Enrollment is |

1 35% above the greatest pre- |

| vious year. |

1 For further information, address |

1 The President's Office, Utah Agri- §

1 cultural College, Logan, Utah.
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America's Most Distinguished Material

For Memorials

"Used in such famous memorials as the Joseph Smith at

Sharon, Vermont; the Hyrum Smith at Salt Lake City; the

Philip D. Armour at Chicago; the "Uncle Joe" Cannon

Family memorial at Danville, 111.; the U. S. Senator Gor-

don at Los Angeles, Cal. ; and thousands of others.

"See your dealer for further information, or write for free

booklet, "The Rock of Ages."

Boutwell, Milne & Varnum Gompany,
Dept. O., Montpelier, Vermont.

"QUARRIES AT BARRE, VT.,

THE GRANITE CENTER OF THE WORLD"
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EDUCATE YOURSELF

FOR SOMETHING
The world is demanding of its young people who

are preparing for their careers not only a comprehen-
sive cultural training, but also a training covering

some definite field.

The UNIVERSITY OFUTAH
is splendidly equipped to offer this sort of education.

The facilities of the institution are so complete that

one may train for practically any of the recognized
professions.

New buildings to be in service for the first time this

year will add materially to the attractiveness of the

University as a study center.

Thousands of young people have already availed

themselves of these splendid opportunities. Last year
the enrollment was upwards of 4,100 students.

Join this happy, enterprising group of young peo-

ple. Get ready now to prepare yourself for a large

and useful service.

Schools of the University:
School of Arts and Sciences

School of Education
School of Law
Extension Division

School of Mines and Engineering
School of Commerce and Finance
School of Medicine

Autumn Quarter begins Sept. 27 Send for Catalogue

XlNivBttsiTYop Utah
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

B

WHEN WRITING TO ADVERTISERS, PLEASE MENTION THE IMPROVEMENT ERA



You Should Buy

Original Fixtures

We create, make and install the

kind best suited to your home.

EARDLEY BROS. CO.
Everything for. Electricity

37-41 East First South Was. 6700

a^ 1

I
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ANY of our American boys at the front wore

Fk Ml Overalls made in SCOWCROFT'S Never-rip

Overall factory. The Government took our

<fefifes=s4^S entire output for several months. We now
have one hundred fifty Utah boys and girls manufacturing

SCOWCROFT'S Never-rip Overalls

SCOWCROFT'S Never-rip Mechanic Suits

SCOWCROFT'S Never-rip Khaki Pants and Coats

SCOWCROFT'S Never-rip Riding Pants
SCOWCROFT'S Never-rip Allovers for Children
SCOWCROFT'S Made-Rite Work Shirts.

When you are buying any of the above items, ask for

Scowcroft's Never-rips. Take no others. Solid comfort
in every pair. No scimping. "Ask the man who has worn
a pair."

JOHN SCOWCROFT & SONS CO.
Manufacturers

OGDEN. UTAH
a

LIFE INSURANCE
PROTECTS YOUR FAMILY IF YOU DIE

PROTECTS YOU IF YOU LIVE
Ask about our plan which helps you to accumulate

an estate at the same time you are protecting
your family.

We want good agents in every town

Beneficial Life Insurance Company
Heber J. Grant, Pres. Vermont Bldg., Salt Lake Lorenzo N. Stohl, V.-Pres. & Mgr.

ASSETS
MORE
THAN A
MILLION*
DOLLARS

WHEN WRITING TO ADVERTISERS. PLEASE MENTION THE IMPROVEMENT ERA


